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Early Printing in the Missouri Synod 
; By O. A. DoRN * | 


When the Saxon immigrants landed in the United States, they 

- had little more than courage and determination. An account in 

the St. Louis German newspaper Der Anzeiger des Westens in 1839 

referred to them as being miserable, destitute, and poverty-stricken. 

If any of them had libraries or books in any quantity, we do not 
know of them.} 

In spite of their destitution, these Saxon immigrants were a 
vigorous people. Soon after their arrival in St. Louis and Perry 
County they began establishing schools. (The first public school 
in St. Louis opened in 1838.) The almost complete lack of 
suitable schoolbooks created quite a problem. For the beginners the 
Rey. Johann Friedrich Buenger had an ABC book printed in the 
plant of the Anzeiger des Westens. The book, edited by Herr 
Weber consisted of twelve sheets, to which was added a short Ger- 
man course of instruction. The hymns studied and practiced in the 
school were for the most part copied by hand by the pupils, since 
no hymnals were available. 7 

The group which stayed in St. Louis formed a congregation, 
which later was officially organized and named Trinity Congrega- 
tion. In keeping with their mission in the United States, these 

people established a Bibelgesellschaft (a Bible society) on June 29, 
1840, in the name of the Triune God. Herr Fehkel was elected 
director and Herr Graeber cashier. 

In the year 1841 the St. Louis congregation, known as the 
Sachsengemeinde, which had been worshiping in Christ Episcopal 

Church, needed a new Bible. At its meeting on December 13, 1841, 
the group decided to purchase one for $6.00 with Goldschnitt (gilt 


* Mr. O. A. Dorn is the manager of Concordia Publishing House. This paper 
was read before the St. Louis Chapter of the Institute. 

+ The information for this article was gathered from the minutes of Trinity 
Congregation in St.Louis, old copies of synodical Proceedings, and old copies of 
Der Lutheraner. : ; 


2 CONCORDIA HISTORICAL INSTITUTE QUARTERLY 


edge). The money was taken out of the general treasury. Such 
a purchase would be an insignificant incident today, but in those 
days it undoubtedly was an important matter. 

One of the very earliest pieces of printing apparently was a 
hymn prepared for the dedication of the St.Louis church on De- 
cember 4, 1842. In the November 28 meeting of the congregation 
it was decided that Herr Wichmann was to gather subscriptions for 
the printed hymn so that all would have a copy at the dedication. 

What proved to be one of the most momentous publishing 
projects of the Missouri Synod was begun on June 3, 1844, when 
Dr. Walther reported to his congregation that the doctrine of the 
Church was not only being presented falsely, but was also being 
assailed by the papers published in St. Louis. (Quite a number of 
newspapers were published in St. Louis at that time. Most of them 
were small; the largest was the Missouri Republican.) It was at 
this meeting that Walther pleaded with the congregation to sup- 
port him in the publication of a church periodical and at the same 
time submitted the complete plan for such a periodical. Support 
was quickly and unanimously granted. It was furthermore resolved 
that subscriptions be received at the congregational meetings and by 
the elders. At a meeting held on August 12, many members prom- 
ised to subscribe for two copies in order to support the project. 
Apparently the printing cost of the first issue was not fully covered 
by the subscriptions; therefore the congregation resolved to take 
out of its common fund the sum of $4.683/ still needed to defray 
the cost of the first issue and to assume future deficits as well. On 
September 7, 1844, the first issue of Der Lutheraner appeared, with 
the declared purpose of “uniting the divided members of the Lu- 
theran Church, to recall those who ‘had fallen away, and to prove 
that our Church has not become extinct”; in short, “to prove that 
it is the true Church of Jesus Christ and not a sect.” Dr. Walther 
remained the editor until 1865, when he was relieved of this re- 
sponsibility on account of some literary assignment. From then on 
and until Dr. Walther’s death the caption read: “Temporarily 
edited by the Concordia Seminary Faculty.” After that it was 
changed to read: “Edited by the Concordia Seminary Faculty.” 
Dr. Walther, however, continued to write for the Lutheraner until 
shortly before his death. Prof. M. Guenther, a member of the Sem- 
inary faculty, was then appointed editor. 

The first issues of the Lutheraner were printed by the St. Louis 
firm of Weber & Olshausen. This firm also printed the Anzeiger 
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des Westens. It is quite evident that the congregation was economy- 


minded, and it therefore transferred the printing from one printer 
to another on the basis of price and service. Before the paper was 
finally transferred to the synodical printing plant in 1869, the work 
had been done by seven different firms: Weber & Olshausen; Arthur 
Olshausen; Moritz Niedner; M. Niedner & Company; Druckerei 
der Synode; Synodaldruckerei von Aug. Wiebusch & Son; Aug. 
Wiebusch & Son. 

The subscription price was set at $1.25 per year, plus postage. 
The single copy price was 1 picayune, 6% cents (half bit). The 
12th issue carried a note concerning delivery: “Stets zu haben in der 


~ Wohnung des Herumtraegers {carrier} Herrn Graeber (suedliche 


fuenfte Strasse, der Oehlmuehle gegenueber), ferner bei Herrn 
Quast (Olive Strasse, zwischen der zweiten and dritten, unterhalb 
des Theaters) und bei dem Herausgeber.” 

The matter of publishing an official synodical organ was dis- 
cussed at the very first synodical convention, held in 1847. The kind 
offer of the President, Dr. Walther, that Synod take over the Lu- 
theraner for this purpose, was gratefully accepted. Synod resolved 
that Dr. Walther continue as editor, that beginning with the fourth 
volume the ownership be vested in Synod, and that the title page be 
augmented as follows: “Published by the German Ev. Lutheran 
Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States, edited by C. F. W. 
Walther.” Among the instructions issued to the editor was a rec- 
ommendation that in the future more consideration be given to the 
affairs among the churches of this country. The treasurer was to 
consider it his duty to see that all subscriptions were paid a full year 
in advance. At this convention a standing publications committee 
also was elected. In connection with the editing of the Lutheraner 
as the official church paper of the Synod, the various church papers 
printed in this country were assigned to a number of pastors for 
review. They were as follows: Der Wahrheitsfreund, Rev. O. Fuer- 
bringer; Die Katholische Kirchenzeitung, Rev. A. Wolter; The Ob- 


~ server, Dr. W. Sihler; Der Apologet, Rev. C. J. H. Fick; Die Christ- 


liche Zeitschrift, Rev. G. H. Loeber; The Standard, Rev. Th. J. 
Brohm; Die Hirtenstimme, Rev. A. Craemer; Der Lutherische Bot- 
schafter, Rev. A. Schieferdecker; Der Lichtfreund, Rev. C. J. H. 
Fick; Der Missionsbote, Rev. J. F. Buenger; Die Biene, Rev. A. 
Ernst; Die Fackel, Rev. A. Wolter. 

At the 1848 convention, Synod accepted the proposal of one 
of the delegates who recommended, in the name of several members 
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of his congregation, that an open forum be conducted in the Lu- 
theraner for the purpose of clarifying current problems of the 
Church and congregation. It was also recommended that in his 
report to Synod the editor justify the omission of any written con- 
tribution, inasmuch as he was authorized to reject only those items 
that would not serve the welfare of the Church. 

Members of Synod, especially those who had received the as- 
signment at the 1847 convention to peruse certain church papers 
printed in this country, were requested to submit articles more fre- 
quently for the Lutheraner. 

The suggestion also was made that the Lutheraner occasionally 
should touch upon political events and current conditions. In this 
connection, however, fear was expressed that this might adversely 
affect the established purpose and policy of the paper. Synod never- 
theless resolved to add a column devoted to political news, which, 
however, was to be kept free of party propaganda. In arriving at 
this decision, it was felt that the proper interpretation of political 
events might be of great benefit to many of the subscribers. 
Rev. Brohm of New York was appointed to conduct this column. 
It seems, however, that this resolution was never carried out. 

In view of his many duties, Dr. Walther at this convention 
expressed the desire to be relieved of the editorship of the Lu- 
theraner. Although he was not granted complete relief, Synod 
resolved to give him the necessary additional help and to defray this 
expense out of the proceeds of the Lutheraner. 


Luther’s Hauspostille 


It seems that the early settlers recognized the lack of devotional 
material, as is evidenced by an announcement which appeared in 
the August 23, 1845, issue of the Lutheraner and which was re- 
peated in the September 6 issue. In this announcement Heinrich 
Ludwig, a publisher in New York, offered to make a reprint of 
Dr. Luther’s Hauspostille. He offered the book at the low price of 
$1.50 in paper binding and $2.00 in sheepskin and expected to pro- 
ceed with the production of the book as soon as he had 1,000 sub- 
scriptions. The publishers of the Lutheraner offered to accept sub- 
scriptions for the volume. 

In the Lutheraner of March 21, 1846, Mr. Ludwig announced 
that although he had originally promised to print the book only 
after he had received 1,000 subscriptions, he now, after receiving 
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about 800 subscriptions, had mplcocoaeaa decided to. have the book 
appear in stereotype form. 

A final announcement of this book, in the form ug Sc 
tisement, appeared in the July 11, 1846, issue of the Lutheraner: 


HAUSPOSTILLE LUTHERS : 
First American, excellently executed edition, bound, at $2.00; 
pamphlet form at $1.50. 

From Mr. Ludwig and W. Radde in New York 

C. L. Rademacher in Philadelphia, Pa. 

C. Spielmann, Columbus, Ohio 

Rev. Wyneken, Baltimore 

Rev. Walther, St. Louis, Mo. 

Dr. Sihler, Ft. Wayne 

Rev. P. Beyer, Buffalo, N. Y. 

P. J. George & Co., Milwaukee, Wis. 

P. J. George & Co., Detroit, Mich. 
Kirchenzeitung in Pittsburgh and Lutheran Standard in Colum- 
bus, O., are requested to copy above announcement. 


We must assume that this project was carried to a successful 
completion, because no further announcements or complaints ap- 
peared. No copies of this book are available today. 

Dr. Walther was progressive and farsighted. In the Lutheraner 
of September 15, 1868, he reprinted an ad from the Kirchenzeitung 
of Columbus, Ohio, announcing a plan to publish Luther’s Haus- 
postille in English if sufficient interest were shown. Dr. Walther 
said that he was calling attention to this announcement in the hope 
that many of his readers would be highly pleased to learn that the 
English-speaking public was now also to have an opportunity to read 
these faith-strengthening sermons, and that he was sure that even 
German Lutherans with only a slight knowledge of the English 
language would be happy “to hear their dear Luther preach in 
English.” He encouraged especially the pastors to subscribe for this 
work and admonished them not to think only of themselves and 
their German brethren in the faith. He assumed that everyone had 
some contact with people who seek the truth but do not speak 
German, hence would welcome this material in the English language. 

The Rev. G. H. Loeber made an effort through an announce- 
ment in the November 29, 1845, issue of the Lutheraner to sell 
copies of Luther’s explanation of Psalm 90 for 124% cents. He re- 
ported that through the help of some generous friends this instruc- 
tive and comforting treatise had been reprinted in 1834. No doubt 
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this was done in Germany and shipped to the United States. 
Apparently the sale was not too good, and therefore the additional 
appeal. Delivery could be had through Herr Graeber, the carrier 
of the Lutheraner. 

The First Hymnal 


The need of a hymnbook became apparent to Dr. Walther, and 
in November, 1845, he brought the matter to the attention of the 
members of his congregation. Those interested were asked to meet 
the following Thursday to dis- 
cuss problems involved. At Miscou Gcjanqtien 
this meeting (November 17) 
the following resolutions were | 
adopted: fh Lath evi 

1. That the congregation in- Cangelifd Lutherifde 

troduce the hymnbook. 

2. That the congregation 

handle the project. 

3. That the hymnbook con- 

tain 500 pages. batin 

4. That in order to raise the 

money, Messrs. Nieman, 
and Graeber are to gather 
subscriptions, which are to 
be paid in advance. 

5. That the price of a bound 

copy is to be 75 cents, un- 
bound, 30 cents. Gedrudt fir Ree Meee bei G. Sudwig. 


fitr 


Gemeinden 


ungednderter Augsburgischer Confession 


de6 feligen D. Martin Luthers und anderer geiftrei- 
chen Lehrer gebrauchlidfte Rirden-Lieder 
enthalten find. 


\ ' In J eee of the : a Sm Verlag der deutiden evang. (uth. Gemeinde u. 2. G. 
in 
owing year three additiona enue 


meetings were held to consider te) ok 8 ie 
whether the book should be Frontispiece of the first tieaeail au- 


printed ina New) Yiorksonten thorized by Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Sion ii ait by ‘hs St. Louis, in 1845 and issued 
to dhouissjete rrow e an TR47 


amount still missing for the 

printing from the cemetery fund and the church treasury, and to 
appoint a hymnbook committee, consisting of Pastor Walther and 
Messrs. Barthel, Tschirpe, Wichmann, Roschke, Pechmann, and 
Axt. It was not until the end of that year that the congregation 
finally decided to have H. Ludwig in New York do the printing, 
which was to be similar to that of the Hauspostille. Only 1,500 
copies were to be bound. In May of 1847 the congregation decided, 
among other details, that Mr. Barthel was to handle the sale of 
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the hymnbook in St. Louis. No doubt this was F. W. Barthel, the 
first Treasurer of Synod.  __ 

Instead of receiving royalty or a fee, the pastors who worked 
on the compilation of the hymnbook were to receive as many free 
copies as they needed for the members of their families. The new 
hymnbook was introduced in August, 1847. Late in that year the 
congregation decided to order a second edition of 1,000 copies, in- 
asmuch as the first edition was almost sold out. The congregation 
had decided to have the printing plates shipped to St. Louis, but at 
a meeting early the following year postponed action. The plates 
were finally sent to St. Louis in 1856 for the purpose of producing 


- a new edition. 


In October, 1848, the congregation resolved to give Dr. Wal- 
ther five cords of winter wood together with a week’s salary in 
appreciation of his arduous labors i in connection with his work on 
the hymnbook. ; 

The local pastoral conference in November, 1848, asked 
through Pastor Buenger whether it would be possible to add an 
appendix to the hymnal which would include the Epistles, the Gos- 
pels, the Passion Story, and a description of the Destruction of 
Jerusalem. Mr. Barthel was to write to New York regarding the 
matter. We are not told what action was taken but in the April 17, 
1849, issue the Lutheraner carried an announcement of the Gesang- 
buch with the additions. 

Desiring to keep the hymnal up to date, Trinity Congrega- 
tion, in September, 1856, elected a new hymnal committee, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Wiebusch, Sr., Saxer, and Pfau, and Teachers 
Ernst and Roschke. This committee was to deal with the Bibel- 
gesellschaft concerning a reprint. The following month the com- 
mittee reported that it would be better to have the printing done 
in St. Louis because of the new mechanical steam presses, also be- . 
cause orders could be filled faster and the work could be directed 
better. The committee was also instructed to prepare a contract 
with Mr. Wiebusch, head of the A. Wiebusch Printing Co., for 
the printing and binding of the hymnals. 

The plates had now been shipped to St. Louis but had been 
damaged in shipmént, according to a report Mr. Wiebusch made 
in the March, 1857, meeting of the congregation. Apparently 
Teacher Ernst had been elected treasurer of the hymnal committee, 
since at the same meeting he reported a balance of about $1, ds 
in the treasury, of which $600 were disposable. IS. B 
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~ Mr. Wiebusch presented his contract in the May meeting. 
But at the same time Mr. Niedner, who had been printing the 
Lutheraner at the time, announced that he was willing to print and 
bind the hymnal for thirty or forty cents per copy. The congrega- 
tion immediately accepted this offer. ; 

The early settlers were not free from financial problems and 
their attendant difficulties. At this same meeting in which the print- 
ing contract was let, the revision committee reported that it did not 
seem proper 1) that the agent, Mr. Ernst, had charged rental on 
hymnbook storage, totaling $102, since the hymnals had been stored 
in the school; 2) that the agent had charged 10% on the hymnals 
sold by Mr. Ludwig in New York; 3) that he had listed $12, which 
should not have been entered; and, 4) that he had collected his 
~ commission on $800 worth of hymnals in advance. Mr. Ernst tried 
to justify himself by stating that he did not know better concern- 
ing points 1 and 2; with regard to 3 he stated he had many extra 
duties and losses in connection with his job as agent; on point 4 
he answered that he looked upon himself as having the same posi- 
tion as Mr. Barthel. In another meeting, held that same month, 
Mr. Ernst stated that he should have inquired about his report 
before handing it in. He acknowledged his fault and wanted to 
rectify matters. Although the congregation accepted his report, it 
elected a committee to go over the entire hymnal case. In July, 
1857, the case was brought to a satisfactory conclusion. 

The publication of the hymnal had the attention of the con- 
gregation for a number of years. Late in 1857 it was resolved that 
the agent for the hymnbook was to receive a commission of 124%, 
but he was to pay his own expenses. In January, 1859, another 
hymnal committee was elected, consisting of Messrs. Heinecke, 
Roemer, Ernst, Leonhardt, Volkening, and John Umbach. In Feb- 
‘ ruary the committee reported that Mr. Niedner had offered to 
print the small hymnal for 14 cents and the large one for 224 cents. 
Mr. Wiebusch had offered to print the small hymnal for 13 cents 
and the large one for 22 cents; however, the binding done by 
Mr. Wiebusch would be $25 per 1,000 copies more than if done 
by Mr. Niedner. In spite of the higher price, the congregation 
decided to have Mr. Wiebusch do the job, since he had previously 
done good work for them. This time 12,000 copies would be printed. 
In April the contract was accepted, and in August, Mr. Volkening 
was elected agent for the hymnal. 


7" = 
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In October it was reported to the congregation that Otto Ernst 


had absconded with some funds, and, of course, committees were 


appointed to recover some of the money. 

Apparently the hymnal production and sale continued at a 
normal pace until December, 1860, when the congregation consid- 
ered transferring the agency to the general agent of Synod. Mr. Vol- 
kening, however, complained that he would sustain a loss if the 
agency were to be taken away from him so suddenly. The congrega- 
tion, therefore, decided to let him keep the agency until Septem- 
ber, 1861. 


It is probable that a decision of the congregation made in 1861 


was the beginning of the fine quality printing done in Synod even 


today. When the hymnal committee made one of its semi-annual 
reports, it was suggested that a better grade of paper be used. Of 
course, the cost would be higher. Quotations were received on a 
new edition. Mr. Wiebusch was to be the printer, and Mr. Haeckel 
was to do the binding. In November Mr. Volkening presented a 
report on the hymnal. His receipts on 15,998 copies were $8,870.73. 
His expenses amounted to $8,754.86, leaving a net gain of $115.87. 
But the congregation stated that the account was not clear and 
asked that it be itemized and explained. When Mr. Volkening 
was not ready to report in the following meeting, the congregation 
demanded that a report be made in two weeks. At the same time 
the congregation resolved once more to hand the hymnal over to 
Synod on condition that the income be turned over to Concordia 
Seminary and that Synod enlarge the hymnal later with an appendix. 
The official transfer was not made until March 31, 1862. In the 
meantime the accounts of Mr. Volkening had all been straight- 
ened out. 
Spruchbuch 


In the course of the 1847 convention, pastors were admonished 
to open schools and, if necessary, personally conduct them. In this 
connection it was stressed that it was an important duty of Synod 
to give consideration to the publication of a Spruchbuch as well as 
a German Lesebuch., In the 1848 convention, Synod commissioned 
the Rev. F. Wyneken to prepare the Spruchbuch, and Sihler, Keyl, 
Craemer, and the President were to constitute a committee to ex- 
amine Pastor Wyneken’s manuscript. It was completed in April, 
1849. 


10 CONCORDIA HISTORICAL INSTITUTE QUARTERLY 
, < 


Tesebuch 


A committee was also appointed by the President to draw up 
plans for a Lesebuch. The committee was ready to report before 
the close of the convention, and after a few changes were made by 
the convention, the plan was adopted. The Rev. G. H. Loeber was 
appointed editor and was to select the men who were to help him 
by furnishing certain portions of the book. The manuscript was to 
be ready by the following convention. 


Fibel 
In 1850 Synod resolved to publish a Fibel under the editorship 


of the members of the St. Louis Pastors and Teachers’ Conference. — 


The manuscript for a Fibel had evidently been submitted by Pastor 
C. L. Geyer, and the committee which had examined the plan re- 
ported that the arrangement was very practical and could be recom- 
mended for adoption; however, the committee suggested that the 
first three chief parts of the Catechism, a small selection of short 
Bible passages, prayers and hymn verses, a few short stories, and 
the Roman alphabet be added, as well as a few woodcuts. These 
recommendations and suggestions were adopted by the convention. 

At the 1853 convention, Pastor Geyer was commissioned to 
revise once more the Fibel prepared by him a few years previously, 
~ after which he was to submit it to the Pastoral Conference of Wis- 
consin. (The Schulblatt, Vol.27, page 124, states that Geyer 
prepared the first Fibel, which became well known in the Missouri 
Synod and was in use over a long period of time.) A Fibel is 


still being printed at the present time and sold by Concordia Pub- 


lishing House. 
Synodical Reports 

At the very first convention of Synod, held in 1847, it was 
resolved to print excerpts of the proceedings in pamphlet form, 
omitting all unessential items. The printing of the 500 copies was 
to be the responsibility of the publications committee of the Lu- 
theraner. That committee consisted of the Rev. J. F. Buenger 
and Mr. F. W. Barthel. The latter, who had come over with 
Rev. Stephan and was one of his close friends, was elected Treasurer 
of Synod at this convention. He had held an important government 
position in Germany and was known for his unusual piety. In the 
December 27, 1845, issue of the Lutheraner there appeared an ar- 
ticle written by him, signed “F. W. Barthel, a layman.” — The same 
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committee also published the 1848 convention report. The printing — 
was done by Arthur Olshausen, who was still printing the Lu- 
theraner. : 


Lehre und Wehte 


At the convention held in Cleveland in 1853 Synod decided to 
publish a monthly periodical which was to serve pastors and mem- 
bers of the laity who were able to understand articles written in a 
more learned (“wissenschaftlich’) style. Revs. Theo. J. Brohm and 
A. Hoyer were to be the editors for the time being. This periodical 
was to be published in addition to the Lutheraner, which appeared 


_evety two weeks and which should direct its ell to the average 


person in the future even more so than in the past. It was intended 
to serve especially in the controversy against the Buffalo Synod. 

Evidently nothing was done about this matter because at the 
convention held in St. Louis in 1854 Dr. Walther again mentioned 
the crying need for such a monthly periodical. In these meetings 
the paper was referred to as “Theologische Zeitschrift.’ It was 


suggested that Dr. Walther become the editor and Dr. Sihler take 


over the editorship of the Lutheraner. After much discussion it 
was decided that Dr. Walther assume the editorship of the new 
paper, but for the present he was also to retain the editorship of the 
Lutheraner. The first issue of Lehre und Wehre, theologisches und 
kirchlich-zeitgeschichtliches Monatsblatt, appeared in January, 1855, 
issued by the Druckerei der Ev. Luth. Synode von Missouri, Ohio 
und andern Staaten. At that time Mr. Wiebusch was the printer 
for Synod. Dr. Walther’s name as editor appears until 1860. In 
1861 the name of Prof. C. H.R. Lange was added. At the conven- 
tion in 1864 Synod thanked Dr. Walther for his services in con- 
nection with the various periodicals and left the decision as to which 
periodical he was to edit in the future to him and the local St. Louis 
Conference. 
Catechism 


At the 1853 convention all pastoral conferences were instructed 
to report to the Eastern Conference their recommendations and 
notations concerning a catechism. (Synod was divided into six 
pastoral conference districts.) The Eastern Conference was to com- 
pile and discuss all suggestions submitted to them and make recom- 
mendations to the 1854 convention. 

At that convention, since Rev. St. Keyl of Baltimore did not 
have the report of the Eastern Conference with him, Dr. Walther 
called attention to the excellent catechism by Conrad Dietrich, 
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which was considered inadequate only in the articles on the Church 
and the Ministry. Dr. Walther therefore suggested supplementing 
this portion with material taken from some other good old cate- 
chism and then reprinting the Dietrich catechism. There were some 
misgivings regarding this procedure, and a motion was made to ask 
some member of Synod, capable of doing this type of work, to pre- 
pare a catechism which would meet the demands of the day. In the 
discussion which followed it was proposed that the pastors of 
St. Louis be asked to prepare a catechism. In order to supply this 
great need, Synod finally resolved that the pastors of St. Louis be 
instructed once more to examine carefully the Dietrich catechism, 
to translate it into doctrinally pure language; changing those ar- 
ticles which required changing in order to bring them into con- 
formity with the true doctrine, and then submit the manuscript to 
the District synods for their opinion, with the understanding that 
their suggestions would or would not be followed. The revision was 
submitted to the 1857 convention and adopted without change. 
However, Dr. Walther was asked to add more Bible passages. The 
catechism was printed by Wiebusch & Son and was priced at 30 
cents per copy. Dr. Walther reviewed it in a three-page article in 
the Lutheraner of February 23, 1858, and it was advertised for sale 
in the next issue. 


—- Kurze Auslegung 


Lebritiicte des Katechismus, 


GCiuleitende Fragen, 


1, Weldes Glaubens bit but 
Sh bin ein Chrift. wpof. 11, 26. 


2. Warm bit du ein Chrift? 4 
Darum weil id) an Gott den Vater, Sohn und Het- 
ligen Geift glaube und auf feinen Namen getauft bin. 
Matth. 28, 19, GEjus fprad gu feinen Siingern: 
nGebet hin, und lehret alle Volker und taufet fle im 
Namen des Vaters und des Sohnes und des Heiligen 
Geiftes.” (Das heift: Gehet hin und madet gu 
Sitngern alle Volker, indem ibe fie taufet auf den 

Namen des Baterdec.) Gal. 8, 26, 27, 
+ Was glaubft du von Gott dem Bater, Soh and 
ee tone Heiligen Geift? Ping! 


Alles das, was in den feds vornehmften Haupt. 
ftiicden der chriftliden Lehre, die und yon Chrifto- 
felbft gelebrt und von den Apofteln’ iberliefert find, 
enthalten ift, 

fichlein Tebret dich bdiefe i jm 
> er ite - ori igen dire ieays: 

Der Katedhismus. 

1 Pet. 2,2. Seid begierig nach der verniinftigen fau- 
tern Mild, als die jebt gebornen Kindlein, dah ifr 
durch diefelbige gunehmet. Cbr, 6, 1.2, 5, 12, 13, 


Dr. Martin Luthers 
ah Leiner | 
| Katecdhismus 


in Frage und Wntwort 
griindlidy ausgelegt 
bon 


Dr. Johann Conrad Dietrich, 


welland Superintendent gx Ufm, 


mit Bufaipen aus Dem Dresdner Kreuz - Katedhismus 
¥.| und den Belenntniffariften der co.-luth. Kirde, und | V 
mit Spritden der heil. Schrift verfehen, 


© nebst Drcifidcheme Anhunge. 


Fir Sawhule und Pons. 


Heransgegeben 
‘von ber S 
dentfdhen ev.tuth. Synove o. Miffourl, Ohto u. a. St, 


St. Louis, Mo., 
Sonodal - Druderel von Uuguft Wiebuls u. ohn. 
1358. 


C 


os - ; 
PR SER BIA 


Frontispiece of the first catechism _ Page 1 of the revised explanation 
issued by the Missouri Synod of the catechism originally written 
in 1858 by Johann Conrad Dietrich 


‘- ne ae 
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Keyl’s Explanation of the Catechism 

In the May 10, 1853, Lutheraner, Pastor Hoyer of Philadelphia 
announced the publication of the first volume of Keyl’s Explana- 
tion of the Catechism, covering the first chief part. This book was 
compiled by Pastor Keyl of Baltimore and printed by Beck in 
Noerdlingen, Bavaria. Copies could be ordered direct from the 
author, through Bergmann in New York, or Schaeffer and Koradi 
in Philadelphia. Volume II was printed in 1857 by H. Ludwig in 
New York. A second edition of this volume was prepared late in 
1859. The third volume was published by Synod and printed by 
Ludwig in New York in 1860, and the last volume, also published 


by Synod, was printed by Wiebusch in St. Louis in 1868. 


Fick’s Lutherbuch 


A lengthy announcement inviting subscriptions to the Luther- 
buch by Fick, a 25-cent item, appeared in the Lutheraner March 23, 
1855. For every eight ‘subscriptions gained by an individual, a 
copy was to be given free. On September 11 the author announced 
that the book would be ready within a few days. He also stated 
that the description of the last half of Luther’s life was taken from 
an article by Pastor Keyl which had appeared in the first volume 


: of the Lutheraner. It is in- 
Rirrhen-Agende 


teresting to note that by Feb- 
ruary 12, 1856, five months 
CyangelijGh-Lutherijhe Gemeinden 
ungeanderter Augsburgifcher Confeffion. 


Rufammengeftellt 


us Dew 


alten rechtglieubigen Saxchsischen Mirchenagenden 


herausgegeben 
von ber 


Aligemeinen dentichen Evangel. - Lutherifehen Sonode von Miffouri, 


QObio und anderen Staaten. 


; 
St. 2ouis, Mo., 
Brecher der Beaten €b.- Toth. Fenode b, Wileart, @. a. x. Ht. 
1856, 


Frontispiece of the Kuirchenagende, 
first edition 
The book measures 8X1114 and con- 
tains 180 pages 


later, the first edition of 2,500 
copies had been exhausted 
and subscriptions for a sec- 
ond edition were requested. 


Kitchenagende 


In 1854 the St. Louis 
Conference was commissioned 
to prepare an Agende, based 
on what was known as the 
Saechsische Agende. A te- 
vision was submitted to 
Synod, and the suggested 
changes were carefully ex- 
amined and discussed, and 
finally were referred back to 
the St. Louis Conference. 
Two years later the Lu- 
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one canpunee! that i A gende was Pasheds Credit for the 
language and proof-reading was given Rev. G. Schaller, who had 
also supplied the explanatory remarks. The book was published by 
Synod and printed by the Druckerei der Ev. Lutherischen Synode 


von Missouri, Ohio und andern Staaten. 


The Altenburger Bibelwerk 


The Altenburger Bibelwerk was first mentioned in the Pro- 
ceedings of the 1857 convention. At that convention it was decided 
to publish the Old Testament in two volumes. The New Testament 
had been completed earlier the same year. It was published by 
Synod. Printing and binding were done by Wiebusch & Son. A 
lengthy review of the New Testament edition had appeared in the 
June 30, 1857, Lutheraner. The first volume of the Old Testament 
edition was completed in August, 1860. It seems that the book 
did not sell too well in spite of the strenuous appeals Walther made 
in behalf of it through the columns of the Lutheraner, lauding the 
quality of the book. 


iL indenanas s Exempelbuch 


Lindemann’s Exempelbuch is mentioned only in passing - 
(synodical report, 1857). Not much information is available 
except that the second edition was announced in the July 1, 1865, 
Lutheraner. 
Warning to Inexperienced Readers 

A rather interesting notice appeared in the Lutheraner of 
June 30, 1857, in which the editors stated that not all books ad- 
vertised in the Lutheraner were recommended by them. They sug- 
gested that inexperiencd readers, therefore, should exercise the 
necessary caution in selecting books and, if circumstances required 
it, ask their pastor or some experienced friend for advice. 


- The English Problem 


In ihe convention of 1860 Rev. P. J. Buehl requested Synod i in 
writing to make the publication of an English periodical, in addi- 
tion to the German ones, the subject of its deliberations. From the 
discussion of this overture it became clear that such an undertaking 
presented great difficulties because of the great expense connected 
with it and the problem of finding an unusually capable editor. 
It was expressed that such a paper issued by the Missouri Synod 
would meet with much opposition, since American Lutherans would 


_ a 
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not particularly welcome being instructed by Germans. It would 
have to be edited with great skill in order to sell itself. Rev. N. 


‘Brand of the Norwegian Synod expressed his joy regarding this 


plan and hoped it would materialize. He expressed the opinion 
that Norwegians would be more inclined to read an English pe- 
riodical than a German one. Consequently, a large number would 


Bweiter Whfnitt, } 45 


100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 600, 700, 800, 900, 1000 inal genomz 
men werten, 

208, Zable 1324, 896, 472, 1642 und 970 gufammet; 
giche von der Summe 5178 ab; nent den Reft 70 mal und theile 
die Antwort durd 5. 


B. Der Ungeiger ift gweitheilig. 
ad. & befteht aus Zehenden und Cingelnen,) 
209. Sn einer Urmee find 16 Regimenter Kavallerie, jedes 
pon 478 Mann. Wie viel Mann enthielten die 6 Regimenter? 
wie viel die fibrigen 10? wie viel alle 16? — Wie viel ift 16x 478? 
210, Wenn du 8 mal 632 nimimft, dann nod 10 mal 682, 
lind dann beides gufammenzablt, wie viel haft ou dann? Und wie 
piel mal haft du pant 632 genommen ? 
211, Wie viel nimmt Semand in 14 Sabren ein, beffen jahre 
lide Einnahme 768 D. betrigt ? 
212, 17K 2438, 213, 183572, 
Q14, Wie viel if 3X457? Wie viel iff 20% 457? Wie willy sat 
ift nun 234572 
215, 27x 832, 216, 24x 648, 217, 31x 278, é , 
218, 835x492. 219, 46x 428, 220, 58x 5729, BA ieer. 
221, 68496, 222, 761248, 223, 84x 793 ; 
924, 9TXK 246, 225, 64>< 592, 226, 12X368, 
227, Eine Wagenfabrif hat 29 Wagen, jeden gu 678 D. verz 
fertigt. Wie viel nimmt man dafitr ein? 
228, Wie viel Tage hat cin STjahriger Mann gelebt? » 
(2. Der Arjzeiger hat sei andere Orbmutgen, ) 
229, Wie viel ift 7<324? 100x324? 107x824? 
230, 109 x 548, 231, 406 792. ‘ 
232, 8031268, 4 
233, 60249, 400x249, 460x249, 


234, 780 2493, 285, 540 4728, 
236, 970864, 237, 1004 576, 
238, 2006 4932, 239, 7003 Aas 


Lindemann’s Erembels. I. 


- From Lindemann’s Arithmetisches Heelers 
- page 45 


subscribe to it, Poteially since they would then get more news aboiit 
the Missouri Synod, which they had come to love so dearly. Inas- 
much as Synod did not have time to discuss the matter further, it 
declared itself in favor of the plan’s becoming a private undertaking 
and asked Rev. F. A. Schmidt and Rev. M. Eirich to talk this matter 
over with Rev. Buehl, the Norwegian brethren, and. the Lutherans 
of the Tennessee ea 
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The Beginning of the Schulblatt 
The first issue of the Schulblatt appeared in September, 1865. 
In his foreword the first editor, Dir. J. C. W. Lindemann, refers to 
the fact that the year previous he had been asked by a large con- 
ference of teachers to edit a journal for parochial school teachers. 
He declined, since he felt he did not have the time nor the ability 


for the task. He also declined several written requests in that — 


direction and thought he would not have to worry about the matter 
any more, although he was trying to find a man suitable to become 
the editor of such a periodical. When another conference asked 
him not to refuse to serve in this capacity, he did not have the 
heart to say “No” again, and after consulting older and more expe- 
rienced brethren, he consented. (One cannot help marveling at the 
humility and trepidation with which the great men of that day ap- 
proached important tasks.) Dir. Lindemann gave much credit to 
Aug. Wiebusch & Son, who did the printing and also assumed 
the financial risk. The four-year contract with Wiebusch expired 
in August, 1869, and the periodical was temporarily discontinued. 
At the synodical convention in the fall of that year it was resolved 
to accept the offer of the then publishers of the Schulblatt to 
make it the official organ for schools. It was to be edited by the 
faculty of the Addison Seminary. Pastors Ph. Fleischmann and F. 
Lochner were to assist in the editing. Synod gave Dir. Lindemann 


a hearty vote of thanks for his faithful services as editor. The 


Schulblatt again appeared in January, 1870, and today is issued in 
English under the title Lutheran Education. 


. The Kalendee 


The Kalender, which is still being printed today, had its in- 
ception in a resolution adopted at the synodical convention held in 
Fort Wayne in 1869. The Kalender was to serve our Synod and 
sister synods and was to be edited by Dr. E. Preuss. In the Lu- 
theraner of November 1, 1869, an announcement appeared stating 
that the Kalender would be ready on December 15 of that year. 
Price, 10 cents. . 

The Development of Concordia Publishing House 

At the synodical convention held in June, 1849, in Fort Wayne 
Messrs. J. H. Tesch and F. H. Eilers of Milwaukee and Pastors 
Keyl and Selle presented a plan for the establishment of a synodical 
printing: plant for the purpose of publishing religious materials. 
It was reported later that Pastor Brohm of New York had sent 
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a similar overture direct to the President. The plan was studied 
very carefully, but it became clear in the deliberations that it would 
not be feasible to include the publication and printing of the Lu- 
theraner in this venture, as had been planned originally. Synod 
resolved to assign this entire project to a Verlagsgesellschaft. A com- 
mittee was appointed to draft a constitution. After the constitution 
had been examined by Synod and improvements suggested, it was 
officially adopted. 


CONSTITUTION OF THE PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION OF RHE 
GERMAN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF 
MISSOURI, OHIO, AND OTHER STATES 


1. The association organizing herewith under the name of “The Pub- 
lishing Association of the German Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, 
Ohio, and Other States” purposes to disseminate, as inexpensively and as 
widely as possible, orthodox Evangelical Lutheran books of an informative 
and edifying nature, preferably the writings of Dr. M. Luther of blessed 
memory. Only such books can be recognized as orthodox as are in content 
in agreement with Holy Scripture as well as with all the Symbolical Books 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, to wit: the three Ecumenical Symbols, 
the Unaltered Augsburg Confession with its Apology, the Smalcald Ar- 
ticles, the Two Catechisms of Luther, and the Formula of Concord. 

2. Nobody can become a member of this association unless he is 
(a) a minister or teacher belonging to said Synod, or (b) a voting mem 
ber of a congregation that either belongs to Synod or is served by a pastor 
of our synodical union. 


3. One joins this firm by purchasing at least one share of its stock. 
These shares, though indeed transferable without losing any of their value, 
do not thereby make the third person to whom they may be conveyed a 
member of the association except under the conditions outlined in par-_ 
agraph 2. Such as through the purchase of one or more shares of stock 
are entitled to membership, but later leave Synod or a congregation either 
belonging to Synod or in charge of a member of Synod, thereby, without 
impairment of the validity of their stock, also cease to be members of 
this association. 


4. The capital the company needs to path ie its purposes shall be 
obtained by the sale of stock at $5.00 a share. As soon as 140 shares have 


_ been sold, the company is to begin to function. 


5. The shares are to be redeemed through periodic deliveries of pub- 
lications of the company to the shareholders. 


6. Should there be a considerable surplus after the redemption of all 
shares and the payment of all obligations, the shareholders shall be awarded, 
by resolution of the regular annual general assembly, a premium payable 
in material published by the association. 


7. After all shares and debts have been paid, respectively all premiums 
distributed, the assets of the concern shall become the property of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States, provided 
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a. That Synod assign to spt association for the duration of the asso- 
ciation’s existence, at the prevailing prices, the printing of its synod- 
ical proceedings and other copy; and 

b. That Synod, after taking over the property, at all times pursue 

_ the objective expressly stated in paragraph 1. 

8. Three fifths of each share are to be paid at once, the rest within 
Gye months, 

9. The association is to meet annually at the — and on the date 
of the synodical convention and elect for a three-year term a Board for 
Publications consisting of eight members, at least half of whom must 
belong to the clergy (Lehrstand). 


10. It shall be the duty of the Board 
a. To guard all the the rights of the company; 
_b. To effect the purchase of a printery as soon as the treasury has 
$800 available for this purpose; 
. To supervise the conduct of the firm’s business; 
d. To select the material to be printed, provide for corrections, etc.; 
e. To fix the prices of the firm’s publications upon receipt of a report 
submitted by the manager and, in doing so, ever to keep in mind the 
company’s aim to propagate orthodox matter at the lowest prices 
possible. 


a 


11. After the Board has settled on a certain publication, a notice that 
it is to be printed shall be inserted in the Lutheraner. Every member of 
the association has the right to lodge a protest against the contemplated 
publication with the secretary of the association. If half of the company’s 
membership joins in such protest, the project shall be discontinued. 


12. The Board shall choose from its own membership for a three-year 
term ; 
a. A president, who shall preside both at the meetings of the Board 
and at the annual general assembly of the association. If he 4s 
absent, the assembly elects a president pro tem. 

b. A secretary, who shall record, when present, the minutes of the 
meetings of the Board and of the association, have charge of the 
archives, conduct the correspondence, and give an annual report 
concerning the association’s activities. 

c. A manager, residing at the place of publication, who receives the 
funds of the association and disburses these as the majority of the 
Board shall order by written instructions, keeping an exact record 
of his expenditures. He, moreover, supervises the printing shop, 
attends to the filling of orders, likewise keeping book of all ship- 
ments, and submits a quarterly report to the secretary and an an- 
nual report to the association concerning the state of the treasury, 
the establishment, etc. The manager must give bond in an amount 
determined according to circumstances by the Board and for the 
adequacy of which the members of the Board must vouch with 
their real and personal property. 
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13. The Board meets reaniarle once a year, simultaneously with the 
convention of the general assembly and at the same place. However, in 
case of emergency the Board, upon the call of the president, may assemble 
at any other time for a special meeting. 


14. Should a position on the Board or official ste become vacant, — 
the Board shall fill such vacancy by appointing a member of the association 
to the vacant post. 


15. Besides the manager, mentioned in paragraph 12c, whose salary 
is to be fixed by the Board, no other official shall receive remuneration. — 


16. In all voting, except in the case described in paragraph 11, the 
majority vote is decisive, and the possession of one share shall prcde the 
holder to one vote, provided he is also a member of the association. An 
absent member may vote by proxy, whom, however, he must have given 
_ written authorization to vote for him. In case of a tie, the chairman decides. 


17. Changes of, or additions to, this constitution cannot be made ex- 
cept in the regular anbnal meeting of the association and with the consent 
of the holders of at least two thirds of its stock, and then only under 
_ the express condition that the purpose stated in Sreaceyah 1 and the con- 
ditions of membership, as stipulated in pareerepe 2 as well as » this para- 
graph 17, remain unchanged. 


It was the duty of the publication society to handle all synod- 
ical printing, including the synodical reports, but excluding the 
Lutheraner. 

There is nothing on record to indicate that Dr. Walther was 
originally opposed to the establishment of a printing plant, but the 
traditional grapevine has it that this was the case. Apparently, after 
the suggestion for establishing a plant had been made, Walther 
joined with the rest in promoting the project. 

By 1850 the Verlagsgesellschaft had sold 37 bonds, but only 
three fifths of the sum of 34 bonds had been paid in. The society 
had to confine itself to the publishing of the 1849 Proceedings of 
Synod. After this printing the balance in the treasury would be 
$378.75 if the full amount for the 37 bonds would be paid in. 

The bondholders present at the 1850 convention doubted the 
wisdom of continuing along these lines and decided to loan their 
bonds to Synod for the purpose of establishing a Verlagskasse. 
The Verlagsgesellschaft was discontinued. 

At this same convention a Mr. J. H. Bergmann of New York 
_ offered to furnish Synod certain books through importation. His 
services were used for a time, but with only moderate success. It was 
reported at the 1854 convention that the Bergmann arrangement 
had resulted in a profit of $63.59. Mr. Bergmann proposed either 
to discontinue or to expand the business, but asked Synod to invest 
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$1,500 in this enterprise and to appoint and salary someone who 
would assist him. Synod expressed its sincere appreciation to 
Mr. Bergmann for his unselfish efforts, but stated that it would be 
impossible to advance any funds. It would, therefore, prefer to 
discontinue the arrangement, especially also because all books were 
easily obtainable through Schaeffer and Koradi in Philadelphia. 

About this same time Mr. A. Wiebusch advanced $1,000 to 
establish a Synodal-Druckerei. The plan was to publish only the 
Lutheraner, Lehre und Wehre, and synodical proceedings. In the 
course of the first year this program was readily carried out. How- 
ever, after this period there were additional demands for printing; 
for example, the Agende, Lutherbuch, Lindemann’s Rechenbuch, 
etc., and especially the Altenburger Bibelwerk (then only the New 
meteren as well as the printing of the Lutherishes Gesangbuch. 
This necessitated the purchase of additional equipment, the most 
expensive of which was a $2,500 speedy press, which brought the 
investment in the Druckerei to approximately $5,000. Inasmuch as 
additional alterations would be necessary, it became apparent to the 
officers of the plant that it would be impossible to reach the goal 
previously set, namely, to have the printing plant become debt free 
within a period of five years, especially since all work was to be 
furnished at extremely low prices, as had been done in the past. 
The St. Louis congregation had charged no rent for the space oc- 
cupied by the printing plant. 

Inasmuch as the plant had already been developed to a net 
worth of $5,000, and since many additional expenses would have to 
be incurred if the plant were to be expanded to a point where it 
could meet all demands, and according to the general experience 
the supervision of such a plant entailed many difficulties and ap- 
parently the expenses would be greater than the income, it seemed 
advisable to transfer the Synodal-Druckerei to the present managers, 
A. Wiebusch & Son, under certain conditions. Some of these were: 


That the name Synodal-Druckerei be retained. 

That Synod have as much of its printing as possible done by the 
Druckerei. 

That Aug. Wiebusch & Son pledge themselves to do all che work 
inexpensively, promptly, and accurately. 

That all synodical printing be done at 10% less than the rate prevail- 
ing in St. Louis at that time. 

In case of death or the discontinuance of the business, Synod noe 
have the first option to buy the plant. 

That Synod appoint a committee to handle all printing matters. 


ilmenite Ceci ith 
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After Synod had given due consideration to the matter, it 


resolved to approve the transfer. There is no record indicating that 


the committee on printing matters was appointed at this convention. 
This plant continued to serve Synod under the above conditions: 
until 1866. At that time, the firm of A. Wiebusch & Son apparently 


dropped the title of Synodal-Druckerei, but continued to serve 


Synod for all its printing needs. 

In 1860 Synod decided to appoint a general agent, who was 
to handle the sale of all materials, since the present plan of having 
a number of individuals handle the sale of various publications 
proved unsatisfactory. It was at this convention that Synod adopted 


- regulations for the establishment of a publishing house as well as 


regulations under which the general agent was to operate. These 
regulations remained in force for many years and formed the basis 
of the regulations governing Concordia Publishing House today. 

The general agent was to be responsible to a committee on 
publications with regard to all business matters. On literary matters 
he was to be responsible to a special committee of competent men, 
to be selected by Synod. The former committee may be compared 
to the present Board of Directors of Concordia Publishing House, 
and the latter may be compared to the present general Literature 
Board of Synod. It may be stated, therefore, that Concordia Pub- 
lishing House had its inception in 1860 as the publishing agency 
of Synod. The actual printing plant was established later. 

At the 1860 convention, because of the lack of time, the elec- 
tion of synodical officers and committees was conducted by acclama- 
tion, with the exception of the election of the general agent, which 
was conducted by ballot. We do not know whether there were 
other candidates, but Mr. M. C. Barthel was elected first general 
agent for Synod. The committee on publications consisted of 
Messts. E. W. Leonhardt, C. Roemer, and T. Schuricht. There 
is no record of the personnel of the literature committee. 


Synod Approves a Printing Plant 


The committee on publications recognized the fact that it 
was disagreeable and cumbersome to have its printing done at dif- 
ferent places. A number of individuals, including Louis Lange of 
Trinity Congregation, urged Synod in 1869 to establish its own 
printing plant. Synod adopted the resolution and proceeded to 
establish the plant, which was given the official name of Synodal- 
Druckerei. This name was changed to Concordia Verlag in 1878. 


y 
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The First Printing House of Synod 


Erected on the Seminary grounds facing Texas Avenue. Dedicated 
February, 1870 


In 1891 the activity was incorporated under the laws of the State 
of Missouri as Concordia Publishing House. 

An interesting resolution had been adopted by Trinity Con- 
gregation in April, 1868. The teachers’ conference was to select 
a number of books which could be used by all of Synod’s schools, 
but they were to be censored by the pastoral conference. The books 
were to be printed by Synod, sold to the schools with a profit, and 
the profit flow into the synodical treasury. 


It is evident that through these printing activities a number 


of very important books and publications were prepared and sold. 
While a number of them are mentioned officially, there evidently 
were others which have not been recorded. 


Wicbuech Leaves the Gherch. 


A rumor had been spread in the year 1870 that A. Wiebusch 
& Son had defrauded Synod and because of this defrauding, Synod 
had decided to establish its own printery. However, a statement 
signed by C. F. W. Walther, Ernest W. Leonhardt, J. C.D. Roemer, 
and J. F. Schuricht indicates that this was not the case. But 
Wiebusch & Son were not satisfied with the declaration or state- 
ment. After discussing the matter with the Concordia and Trinity 


AAS maa at 
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districts, the following declaration was made: “The evil rumors 
were false and harmed Wiebusch & Son, and a plea was expressed to 
help and support Wiebusch & Son and to forget the whole thing.” 


Apparently Mr. Wiebusch was still not satisfied, inasmuch as 
he took his children out of the parochial school and sent them to a 
public school. Although Pastor G. Schaller dealt with him, Wie- 
busch declared that he had a perfect right to send his children to 
whatever school he wanted to and that he could not recognize any 
blame. Although the congregation discussed at some length the 
value of sending children to a parochial school, Mr. Wiebusch still 
did not change his position. Finally the congregation resolved to 


- consider Wiebusch a weak Christian on this point (“ein schwacher 


Bruder”). 

The following year matters with Mr. Wiebusch grew worse. 
Pastor Schaller reported that Wiebusch had printed a catechism of 
the Reformed Church (Unierte Kirche) and put his name on the 
title page. Dr. Walther, who was now professor at the Seminary, 
was asked to draw up theses covering such a case. These theses, 
22 in all, were read at a meeting of the congregation on January 1), 


1872. Unfortunately we do not have a copy. Mr. Wiebusch wanted 


to address the congregation at this meeting before these theses 
were read. He also wanted to hand out printed copies of his case 
after the meeting and thus wanted to vindicate himself, but in each 
instance permission was refused. 

The Wiebusch case had the attention of the congregation for 
several months, and meetings were held every week. All of Wal- 
ther’s theses were discussed thoroughly. Mr. Wiebusch’s son de- 
clared that even if he were to be banned from the congregation, 
he still would cling to and would not be separated from the love 
of Christ. When asked to disavow the false doctrine printed in the 
Reformed catechism, he stated that he would not answer since the 
question was out of order. During subsequent meetings a Mr. Hein- 
rich Frank came to the defense of the Wiebusches. The case finally 
came to an end when it was declared that the Wiebusches and 
Mr. Frank were no longer members of the congregation. 

Dr. Martin Luther used the printing press extensively in pre- 
senting to the people of Germany the true Gospel. It is generally 
recognized that our forefathers in America achieved great success 
because they did two things. The first was the establishment of a 
Seminary and the second that almost immediately upon their arrival 
they engaged in rather extensive printing activities. 
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Joint Mission Festivals in 


The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod till 1868 * 


PAUL F, KOEHNEKE ** 


My primary purpose in presenting this paper is to make avail- 
able some material from the history of our church body. Though 
the subject I shall treat is not of fundamental importance, it never- 
theless has considerable significance. Our Church, thank God, is 
a missionary Church, and one of the means by which missionary 
interest has been stimulated and maintained is the observance of 
a special mission festival. A brief account of the origin of this 
custom surely should prove interesting. Again, the shift of mis- 
sionary emphasis in our Synod from work among non-Christians 
to the work among the immigrant Lutherans by which our Church 
was built and which was the primary missionary obligation of our 
Church for decades, is reflected also in connection with these 
mission festivals. To understand the origin of this custom, we must 
briefly refer to the German background. In the following remarks 
I am following the excellent article in Meusel. 

If we wish to, we may find the first mission festival referred 
to in Acts 14:27. After Paul and Barnabas had returned from their 
first missionaty journey, they assembled the congregation at An- 
tioch and rehearsed all that God had done with them and how He 
had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles. But neither the 
ancient, nor the medieval, nor the Church of the Reformation age 
included a special mission festival of Epiphany, as the Western 
Church conceived it. The Moravian Church was the first body to 
provide for two festival days, on January 19, to commemorate the 
beginning of missionary work in Greenland, and on August 21, to 
commemorate the opening of work on St. Thomas. Only the Mora- 
vian Church made the work of missions the concern of the church 


body. 


In the Lutheran Church in Europe, missions were conducted — 


by groups within the Church. Towards the end of the 18th and 
especially in the early part of the 19th century, several organiza- 
tions of mission-minded pastors and circles started a number of 
foreign missions. Mission festivals therefore to this day are not 


* Presented to the meeting of the Concordia Historical Institute at Freistadt, 


Wis., June 26, 1950, This paper is based entirely on material found in Der Lu- 


theraner. 
** Prof, Paul F, Koehneke is Professor of German at Concordia College, Mil- 


waukee. 
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liturgically fixed church festivals, but came into existence as fes- 
tivals observed in connection with meetings, especially annual meet- 


ings, of these organizations arid were usually celebrated at the place 


where the headquarters were located (Leipzig, Hermannsburg, Basel, 
Barmen-Elberfeld, Berlin, etc.). We are particularly interested in 
the Leipzig group, which was founded in 1819 in Dresden and 
since 1847 has been known as the Leipzig Ev. Lutheran Missionary 
Association. Their first annual festival was observed in 1820 at 
Dresden. At Leipzig the first festival was observed on the 29th of 
August, 1848. 

_As missionary interest increased, the number of mission fes- 


-tivals also grew, and almost every church circuit, and often single 


parishes, started the practice. They more and more assumed the 
character of popular festivals (Volksfeste). In the morning there 
was a setvice in church with liturgy, festival sermon, and annual 
report. This was followed by another festival outside or, if the 
weather was unfavorable, in some large building. In this part of 
the festival, lectures on some mission field and more informal ad- 
dresses alternated with singing of mission hymns, for instance, 
from the much-used Missionsharfe. It was self-evident that an 
offering for missions was lifted. More and more it became cus- 
tomary to invite outside pastors to deliver the sermons and ad- 
dresses. 

A dangerous tendency manifested itself where the second part 
of the festival services had to be held in a location where food 
was served and beer was available. Such meetings did at times 
attract an undesirable element which was not particularly interested 
in God’s Word and the work of missions. So much for the back- 
ground. 

From the beginning our Synod was interested in missions. In 
the earlier years the members of our Synod identified mission and 
foreign mission, as we call it, or mission among pagan people. 
As is well known, Frankenmuth was founded as an outpost for 


“mission work among the Indians. But our Synod was also in- 


terested in foreign mission work in other countries, particularly in 
India. Chiefly because of the Saxon background of Walther and 
others, the work ofthe Leipzig Society was close to the hearts 
of many of the original members. This is evidenced by the fre- 
quent reports on the activities of this Society in the early volumes 
of Der Lutheraner. 

But at first there seems to have been no attempt to introduce 


. 
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a special mission festival in the Church. In fact, chee were voices 
in the opposite direction. In Volume V of Der Lutheraner, Pastor 
E. G. W. Keyl in several issues summarized the book of Kliefoth 
The Original Order of Services in the German Churches of the 
Lutheran Confessions. This was in 1849. On page 132 he con- 
cludes one installment with the following paragraph: 

“The Lutheran Church Disciplines (Kirchenordnungen) of 
the 16th century contain no references to certain days and festivals. 
Into this category falls the day of prayer and repentance; the 
miseries of the 17th century started the observance of this day, 
and only in the 18th century did it come to be observed more gen- 
erally. Strictly speaking, according to Holy Writ, this day should 
be observed only when certain events call for the observance of such 
a day, such as national calamities. Just as little do we find any 
reference to a harvest festival, although quite frequently St. Mi- 
chael’s Day was observed as a harvest festival. If harvest festival, 
mission festival, festival of the dead, had been mentioned to the 
Lutherans of the 16th century, they would not have understood the 
terms, or would have considered such observances papistical; for 
them only a day which the Lord Himself had made was a festival. e 
He adds a brief quotation from Luther. 

But we have every-reason to believe that the Festival of Epiph- 
any was frequently used to proclaim the ‘missionary obligation of 
the Church. In 1850 Walther preached the well-known sermon on 

the Gospel for the day, using as his topic: Foreign missions a 
Christian obligation. In the second part he stresses our debt or 
obligation to the Indians. This sermon soon appeared in Der 
Lutheraner and was later incorporated in Walther’s Evangelien- 
postille. 

It seems that the congregation of St. Louis, which consisted 
of four districts, continued the practice of celebrating the festival 
of Epiphany as mission festival and did not have a special mission 
festival. In 1869 Immanuel District is credited in the Treasurer’s 
report with having remitted an Epiphany mission collection divided 
as follows: $25.81 for synodical mission treasury, $27. 36 for Home 
missions.’ 

As far as I have been able to determine, the very first special 
mission festival in our Synod was celebrated in Edwardsville, Ill, 
on the First Sunday in Advent, 1855. To a certain extent it was 
patterned after the German mission festivals, but as yet no part 


1 Lutheraner XXV, p. 80. 
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of the service was conducted outside. Because of the historical 
significance it may be well to render the entire article from Der 
Lutheraner into English. 

A Mission Festival 

On the First Sunday in Advent, 1855, a mission festival was celebrated 

in Edwardsville, Ill., by the congregations in this neighborhood. The con- 
gregation of the undersigned, which had arranged this festival, selected 
this location for the festival partly to make it possible for the brethren 
living on the other side of Edwardsville to take part in the festival, partly 
also because some people living in Edwardsville believed that such a festival 
service would be very beneficial for the people living in the city and for 
those living in the vicinity. A large audience assembled in an English 
church which had been offered to us for this purpose; the beautiful 
weather which the good Lord had granted, helped to swell the crowd. 
In the first sermon, preached by Pastor C.S.A.Strasen on the Gospel 
lesson for the First Sunday in Advent, we were urged to a willing acceptance 
of our heavenly King and were shown 1) who is coming to us, 2) how He 
comes to us, 3) how He wishes to be received by us. 

Pastor J. F. Buenger of St. Louis delivered the festival sermon proper 
and on the basis of 1 Tim. 2:4-6 preached on the theme: Encouragement to 
be active in spreading the pure Christian religion; 1) what should en- 
courage us, 2) how we are to be active in spreading the pure Christian 
religion. In the first part he showed that there is a God and that He 
must be known from the creation of the universe and especially from 
the creation, preservation, and government of men. Then he showed who 
this God is from the glorious revelation of God especially in Jesus Christ. 
From this fact he concluded that every Christian who believes in the 
Triune God is also obligated to be active in the spreading of the Christian 
religion so that the only true God may be known, honored, and praised 
more and more. In the second place, such activity is also required by the 
true, eternal salvation of mankind presented to us in one God and one 
Mediator, Christ Jesus; this salvation. cannot be obtained by any merit, 
work, satisfaction of our own or any creature, but is contained only in 
faith in the perfect atonement through the one Mediator, Christ. Whoever 
possesses this salvation through faith cannot but be active in spreading the 
Christian religion. In the second part he showed that it is the obligation 
of every Christian to co-operate toward this goal, that this salvation of 
men, which is the only salvation, be proclaimed to all men and nations 
through the precious Gospel of our ever-blessed Mediator; for this is the 
only means whereby man can obtain peace in God, true rest of the soul, 
and salvation. ‘ 

The singing accompanied by trumpets and a choir selection after 
the principal sermon contributed very much to the spiritual edification. 
The festival was concluded with some remarks and a prayer by the under- 
signed. The offering amounted to $26.00. C. Scumpsiecx, Pastor 


Pleasant Ridge, IIl., December 3, 1855.” 
2 XII, p. 72. 
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In the following year the congregation in Collinsville, IIL, 
arranged for a joint mission festival of the congregations in this 
area. It was held in Collinsville on the 17th Sunday after Trinity. 
A new feature was introduced. The brief account in Der Lu- 
theraner states: “An earnest appeal to do mission work was ad- 
dressed to the large audience, in the first service based on the Word 
of God, in the second based on the history of missions.” The — 
collection amounted to $38.86." te. 

Evidently Collinsville proved to be a more suitable location for 
these gatherings. In the next year, 1857, the festival was again 
celebrated there, and again in summer. Der Lutheraner presents a 
very vivid account by Prof. A. Craemer, dated August 6, 1857. 
I was tempted to include the entire report, which covers more than 
a page, but finally decided not to do this, since it would take up 
too much of our limited time, and shall summarize. Craemer had 
attived in St. Louis for a vacation and was invited to take part 
in the celebration. On Saturday afternoon he and presumably 
Dr. Walther left St. Louis in a carriage for Collinsville, about 
15 miles from St. Louis on the opposite bank of the Mississippi. 
When they arrived, they found that some guests had already come 
to Collinsville by train, and guests from St. Louis had followed 
Craemer in buggies. Most guests, however, were not expected 
till Sunday morning. Then they arrived in great numbers from 
two neighboring congregations. Some had left at midnight and trav- 
eled by moonlight. No guests were expected from two congregations 
which were celebrating church dedication on that Sunday. Never- 
theless the church was soon crowded to the steps of the altar, and 
many had to sit down outside’ around the church. The service 
began at 9:30. The band of the Collinsville congregation accom- 
panied the singing of several hundred people present. Dr. Walther 
preached the sermon on Acts 16:8-10, choosing as his theme: The 
great need of the heathen world still crying loudly for help. The 
sun beat down fiercely on the people sitting outside the church, 
and the heat was oppressive in the densely crowded church. But 
— nobody slept, nobody became listless or inattentive; all listened at- 
tentively to the powerful sermon. During the noon recess the 
members provided for the bodily needs of their guests. Practically 
the same number of people were present for the afternoon service. 
Rev. Schliepsieck delivered an address on missions in general, 


3 Report by C. Strasen, XIII, p. 22. 
4 XIV, p. 198. 
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describing the abominations of paganism in vivid colors, but also 
calling attention to blessed results of mission work in various parts 
of the world. Professor Craemer then told about the beginning of 
our work among the Indians. The sun was already approaching the 
west, and the heat of the afternoon was oppressive. Still all were 
attentive. And the Word had not been preached in vain. In spite 
of the shortage of money, since the crop had not yet been harvested, 
the collection amounted to $73.00. One of the guests whose heart 
had been filled with sadness because he was not able to give any- 
thing, but who had unexpectedly been repaid a debt of $5.00, gave 
the entire amount for missions. 

The festival not only inspired those present to new zeal for 
mission work, but also served to strengthen the bonds of Christian 
fellowship. God surely blessed this festival. And the impetus for 
these festivals came from two simple farmers whose hearts had 
been warmed for missions in Germany by attending such festivals. 

To stay with Collinsville, a member of the congregation re-_ 
ported on the joint mission festival in 1858, which was celebrated 
there on the First Sunday after Trinity. In spite of heavy rain, 
guests began to arrive on Saturday. Sunday the weather was fa- 
vorable, and a large number could not find room in the church. 
Pastor J. M.G. Schaller of St. Louis preached, and Conrektor G.° 


Schick delivered a lecture on the conversion of the Germans and 


the work of Boniface. The collection amounted to $71.45." 


In the meantime the movement was spreading slowly. The next 
congregation recorded as celebrating a mission festival is Immanuel 
of Central Township, St. Louis, Co., on Bonhomme St. (or perhaps 
Road), now Olivette. Pastor C. W.R.Frederking reported. The 
time was the Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity, 1857. In spite of 
unfavorable weather some guests arrived from St. Louis and from 
neighboring congregations on Manchester Road. Mr. Volkening 
had come from St. Louis to play the organ. The church was filled. 
Conrektor Schick preached on Psalm 23. After two stanzas Pastor 


A. Lehmann presented a mission report based on Acts 21:19-20, 


speaking on the old and new mission field of the Lutheran Church. 
The collection amounted to $15.30. The congregation had planned 
to feed the guests ‘outside, but the threatening weather spoiled 
their plans.°- 

In 1858 the movement spread to southern Indiana, to Darm- 


5 XIV, p. 198. 
6 XIV, p. 31. 
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stadt near Evansville. In 1855 the congregations in this area had 
observed the 300th anniversary of the Religious Peace of Augsburg. 
Some congregations had declined the invitation to the joint mission 
festival, and many people in the Darmstadt congregation were in- 
Eereas by the prevailing malaria. Still a large number were 
present. In the morning service the local pastor, A. Weyel, preached 
on Matt. 28:18-20. During the noon hour the women of the con- 
gregation served a simple lunch. In the afternoon, Teacher C. 
Mathes recited a poem, “Walter, the Lost Son.” A Low-German 
story which had first appeared in the Hermannsburger Missionsblatt 
was then read by a member. The collection amounted to $22.45." 

Volume XVI presents two new areas. Ebenezer of Grand 
Prairie, Ill, started by O. Fuerbringer as a part of his parish, on 
July 31, 1859, dedicated a new church and cemetery in two setvices. 
On Monday a mission festival was observed. Professor C. H. R. 
Lange preached. Gifts for the poor heathen amounted to $42.30 
and a pair of golden earrings. Two sermons were preached on 
Monday afternoon. 

Pastor Strasen had moved from Collinsville, Ill., to Water- 
town, Wis. On the 14th Sunday after Trinity, 1859, his congrega- 
tion joined the neighboring congregation at Lebanon (Pastor C. L. 
' Geyer) in the first mission festival in Wisconsin. In the morning 
service Pastors Geyer and Strasen preached, in the afternoon Pas- 
tor F, Lochner of Milwaukee lectured on the Indians and missionary 
endeavors among them. The offering amounted to $30.01. 

In the following year the movement spread to the Sheboygan, 
Wis., area. Even then this was a strongly Lutheran area. The joint 
mission festivals evidently became very popular here, and regularly 
reports appear about their festivals. The first festival was held 
in the rural congregation of Town Herman. Guests from Mor- 
rison, Maple Grove, and Manitowoc arrived by horse and buggy 
on Saturday evening. On Sunday morning more came from She- 
boygan, Sheboygan Falls, and Plymouth. Benches had been placed 
in a grove near the church. After a hymn Pastor Multanowski 
preached on Zech. 9:10-11. A choir selection followed. Then Pastor 
Stecher delivered an excellent lecture on missions in general, but 
because of the time he could finish only the first part and had to 
postpone the remainder to the afternoon service. The noon recess 


7 XV, p. 38. 
8 XVI, p. 47. 
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was spent in social activity; a lunch consisting of bread and butter 
and coffee was served, for they were most concerned about the 
spiritual bread. In the second service Pastor J.N. Beyer (the re- 
porter) preached on Psalm 67, and Pastor Stecher finished his 
thorough and excellent lecture. More than 400 people were present. 
People living at some distance stayed at Town Herman till Monday 
morning. The following year the celebration was to be held in 
Sheboygan.”° 

A change, however, had to be made. Because of the great 
scarcity of money the congregation in Town Herman wished that 
_the collection this year, as an exception, be devoted to the synodical 
building fund for the erection of a professor’s dwelling in Fort 
Wayne. The plan was therefore changed and the festival again 
celebrated at Town Herman on June 30, 1861. After the morning 
setvice with a sermon by Pastor Multanowski and a very simple 
lunch, Pastor Beyer preached, Pastor Stecher spoke on the founding 
of the Lutheran mission in India, and Pastor C. F. Keller on the 
blessed work of Pastor L. Harms in Hermannsburg. The collection 
amounted to $35.00."* 

Volume XVIII reports on mission festivals in the Pleasant 
Ridge, Ill., area (p.51), on the 16th Sunday after Trinity, 1861; 
in Lebanon, Wis., in connection with the dedication of a church on 
the First Sunday in Advent, 1861, the festival being held on 
Monday. The index also records a festival in Grand Prairie, IIl., 
but unfortunately this part was missing in the Lutheraner I used.” 

No reports are found in Volumes XIX and XX, which ap- 
peared during the Civil War years 1862—63 and 1863—64. [Ep- 
rror’s Nore: A mission festival was held at Ebenezer, Grand 
Prairie, Ill., July 27 and 28, 1862. Profs. A. Craemer and C. F. W. 
Walther preached. Pastor C.J.H. Fick presented an historical 
essay. These sermons and the essay were later printed by A. Wie- 
busch & Son, the proceeds of which again were devoted to missions. 
XIX, 24.} 

After the war the Perry County, Missouri, congregations 
began to celebrate. On the 4th Sunday after Trinity, 1865, the 
congregation at Dissen, Cape Girardeau, Mo., observed the first 
festival in this district. Present were pastors from Altenburg, 


10 XVII, p. 40. 

11 XVII, p. 199. 

12 XVIII, p.111. [Eprror’s Nore: This same page also mentions that a 
mission festival was held at Lebanon, near Watertown, Wis., on the first Monday 
in Advent. ]} 
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Paitzdorf, and Jackson. Twice the audience, numbering several 
hundred, was fed outside. Professor Craemer preached in the morn- 
ing, and in the afternoon Pastor J. F. Koestering of Altenburg 
preached on Home Missions. At the request of the congregation the 
two sermons were to be printed by A. Wiebusch & Son in St. Louis. 
One half of the collection was designated for Foreign Missions, 
one half for Home Missions; the total was $43.00. Other con- 
gregations were urged to inaugurate these festivals.” 

In the following year Quincy and Warsaw, IIl., arranged for 
morning, afternoon, and evening services at their first festival in 
Quincy on the 18th Sunday after Trinity, 1865. The collection 
for Foreign and Home Missions amounted to $57.80. 

A new feature was introduced at this time. A notice of a mis- 
sion festival to be observed in St. Peter’s Church at Schaumburg, 
Ill., appeared ih Der Lutheraner."* All neighboring congregations 
were invited; Dr. Walther and Pastors F. Doederlein and J. Strieter 
were announced as the preachers. The day was the 4th Sunday 
after Trinity, 1866. A later issue (p. 188) brings a report on this 
festival. Several thousand people assembled in a grove, the school 
children sang, the guests were served a lunch at long tables in the 
grove. The offering amounted to $130.00. 

_ When the congregations in the Sheboygan, Wis., area cele- 
brated their sixth mission festival at Sheboygan Falls on June 24, 
1866, the offering of $100.00 was distributed as follows: $31.30 
for Foreign Missions, $68.70 for Home Missions, this amount 
being sent directly to Pastor F. Brunn in Steeden.”” 

Der Lutheraner, XXIII, 66—67, reports on a mission fes- 
tival in Washington, Mo., on the 11th Sunday after Trinity, 1866, 
with three services (p.7). At Pleasant Ridge, IIl., Pastor Fick 
in the afternoon service lectured on martyrs of the Lutheran 
Church (p. 14). 

To inaugurate this custom in western Missouri, the two con- 
gregations in Benton County, the congregations of Pastor Th. 
Miessler in Cole Camp and Fibo, and the congregations of Pastor F. 
J. Biltz in Concordia (50 miles away) and of Pastor H. Juengel in 
Cooper County met for a two-day mission festival in one of the con- 
gregations in Benton County. On the morning of the 13th Sunday 
after Trinity, Pastor Miessler preached, in the afternoon Pastor 


18 XXL, p. 184. 
© 14 3X0) p. 152. 
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Biltz delivered a lecture from the history of missions. On Monday, 
Pastor F. W.Sandvoss preached on Home Missions, and Pastor 
Juengel in the afternoon. The Sunday collection, $113.00, was des- 
ignated for Foreign and Home Missions, the Monday collection, 
$47.25, was given for the proseminary in Steeden. Between 900 
and 1,000 people were present, and the guests were given food and 
lodging by the members.’® 

The same volume lists a festival at Prairietown, Ill. (p. 47), 
the first mission festival in Minnesota at St. Paul, Minn., on the 
18th Sunday after Trinity (p.53), and a festival at Rich, Cook 


Co., Ill., now Matteson, attended by about 1,000 people (p. 192). 


New areas mentioned in Volume XXIV are Staunton, hs 
and four other congregations (p. 14) and Port Hudson, Franklin 
Co., Mo. (p.87). At the two-day mission festival in western 
Missouri a Communion service especially for the pastors was held 
at 9 A.M. in the church, then the festival was continued outside. 

The report on the eighth mission festival in the Sheboygan 
area in 1868 contains some interesting features. It was held in a 
grove near Sheboygan at the time of the pastoral conference. 
It was therefore not necessary to charter a special train to take the 
Sheboygan Lutherans to the festival. The singing was accom- 
panied on a melodeon. In the audience could be seen Catholics, 
Methodists, and Humanists, who were conscious of the fact that 
disturbances such as those frequently occurring at the outdoor 
meetings of the sectarians, were not in place here. A solemn silence 
prevailed during the sermon. In the evening Pastor Hoffmann of 
Portage delivered an English sermon on Gal. 3:26 in the Norwegian - 
sister church in Sheboygan.” 

The first mission festival in Iowa was observed halfway between 
Boonesboro and Fort Dodge on September 6, 1868. Rain delayed 
the morning service. The morning collection, $37.38, was devoted 
to Home Missions, the afternoon collection of $15.00 to a student 


at Springfield.** 


In the Concordia area festival in 1869, the collection was used 
to help defray the traveling expenses of the students coming from 
Steeden.”” - ; 

On page 55 of the same volume the following notice appeared 


16 XXIII, p. 22. 
17 XXV, p. 28. 
18 [bid., p. 29. 
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34 CONCORDIA HISTORICAL INSTITUTE QUARTERLY ~ 


in Der Lutheraner: Since in recent times the reports on church 
dedications and mission festivals have multiplied to such an extent 
that the space of Der Lutheraner for articles, which serve the 
primary purpose of the paper, has been unduly restricted, and since 
complaints on this score have reached the editors, the editors feel 
compelled to accept only such reports as report occurrences of 
general interest. In ordinary cases they will simply record the facts. 

The reports following this announcement therefore contain 
much less detail. The editors did not always carry out their policy 
strictly, and occasionally some rather interesting reports do appear, 
for instance, the one on the mission festival at Blue Island, IIl., 
for the congregations at Chicago and vicinity.”° 

It would be an interesting study to follow the later develop- 
ment of the mission festivals, but that would require much more 
time than we have at our disposal. 


Humor in Lehre und Wehte 


PropHesyine: A certain preacher had the habit of reading his 
sermons from his manuscript. One day he visited the home of 
one of his members and found the father reading in the Prophets. 

“Well,” asked the preacher, “what are you doing?” 

“I am prophesying,” was the answer. : 

“Surely you don’t mean that. You are only reading people 
ecies.’ 

“Well,” said the father, “if reading a sermon is preaching, why 
should not reading prophecies be prophesying?” 


Veterans at the Milwaukee Convention 


Mr. Theodore Eckhart, our genial treasurer, supplied us with 
this information on the Milwaukee Convention. The three oldest 
persons among the laymen present were Paul Meyer (March 8, 
1861), F. C. Pritzlaff (May 1, 1861), and F. H. Hoeck (May 4, 
1861), each of whom was 89 or more. Messrs. Hoeck and Meyer 
also attended the Institute meeting at Freistatt. 


20 XXVI, p. 168. 


a 
Ce a 


{ 


CONCORDIA HISTORICAL INSTITUTE QUARTERLY 35 
Johann Andreas August Grabau 
By JOHANN A. GRABAU * 


5. Liberation from Prison 


In the meantime Pastor Grabau was acquitted by the Superior 
Court in Halberstadt because of the excellent defense of Quinque, 
Commissioner of Justice. This news stating that he should be re- 
leased immediately from custody came one night through a state 


courier after Pastor Grabau had been in jail for six months. But 


the prosecutor, recognizing in this decision of the Superior Court 
a condemnation of the procedure of the royal authority of Erfurt, 


‘hurried that same night to the deputy of the province, who gave 


the order: “Grabau must remain in jail until the final decision 
comes from Erfurt and Berlin.” When the decision came, it was: 
“Grabau must remain in jail for reason of state.” However, being 
ashamed in the eyes of the people to hold the acquitted one, the 
order, as stated above, came that Grabau should be exiled to Muen- 
ster (Westphalia) . . 

About this time some twenty Lutheran pastors were either in 
jail or in exile. The cry of distress of the many Lutherans who 
were deprived of their pastors in Pomerania came to the notice of 
Pastor Grabau in jail. Having been acquitted by the Superior 
Court, Grabau thought he could with good conscience seek his 
freedom. The old policeman who had to accompany him on his 
walks once said to him: “Pastor, it is generally known that you 
are held without cause and that you have been legally acquitted. 
If I were in your place, I would know where to go.” Pastor Grabau 
requested an opinion from Dr. Scheibel, which came to him in jail 
through the faithful effort of the inspector. It read: “Much rather 
make use of your liberty, should you be able to obtain freedom. 
The enemy will scatter the sheep where there is no shepherd.” As he 
now would soon be transferred by force to Muenster, he decided 


- to make use of the freedom granted by law. 


About this time Captain von Rohr of Magdeburg was deposed 
because he had permitted his children to be baptized by Kaul, a 
Lutheran pastor, and because he refused to attend the services of 
the United Church. Thus von Rohr was deprived of his office and 
support. However, he received an invitation from Mr. von Below 
of Seehof, near Stolp, in Pomerania. For this journey he bought 


* Translated by E. M. Biegener. Continued from Volume XXIII, Jan- 
uary, 1951. 
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a conveyance with the proceeds of the sale of his furniture (for 
there were no railroads at the time). The former oboist Friedrich 
Mueller (later pastor in the Buffalo Synod) was also deposed on 
account of his Lutheran confession. He together with von Rohr 
undertook to liberate Pastor Grabau from jail. Captain von Rohr 
journeyed to Pomerania by way of Heiligenstadt. Mr. Mueller, 
who accompanied him there, came to Pastor Grabau in jail and told 
him that Captain von Rohr was waiting outside with his wagon, 
ready to free him. Pastor Grabau recognized in this the direction 
of God and went as usual for a walk with the police officer. Outside 
the gate he took leave of the officer by saying: “Today I am going 
where God directs me as you have often advised.” The officer bid 
him farewell, and Pastor Grabau ran to the wagon. As they rode 
away, the police officer cried after him: “Pastor Grabau, do come 
backe | 

The journey proceeded on the road to Nordhausen. In the | 
hotel at noon the proprietor asked Mr. von Rohr: “Isn’t that Pastor 
Grabau?” He recognized him by his table prayer. This recognition 
demanded haste; the police were already in pursuit of the fugitive. 
An old lady, being asked whether she saw a basket carriage with 
a span of bay horses and two men occupying the seat, answered: 
“Yes, they came from Heiligenstadt and turned left toward Duder- 
stadt.” The pursuers followed the direction and so lost all trace 
of them. Did the old lady see an angel’s chariot of like fashion 
whereby the faithful Lord deceived the pursuers? This fact was 
also stated thus in court. In Bennungen near Sangerhausen the 
fugitives obtained quarters for the night with a Lutheran family. 
Early the next morning they were on their way again. As they came 
to Graefenhainichen (where Paul Gerhardt was born), they sang: 
“Commit Whatever Grieves Thee,” and, riding at night by the 
light of the stars near the Castle Church at Wittenberg, “A Mighty 
Forstress Is Our God.” Arriving safely in Berlin, they found 
quarters with a Lutheran family. Pastor Lasius was in jail at that 
time. Grabau preached at a night service on 1 Cor. 10:21. In 
Angermuende there was still excitement and anxiety. On the other 
hand, in Bruessow there was cheerfulness and determination. In 
Justus Grobengiesser’s the wheelwright’s, house there was a divine 
service, baptism, etc. The mayor being apprised of it, declared: 
“Not today,” and enjoyed the nocturnal entertainments, for only 
a short time back a house-to-house search had been made by the 
police. As they came to Neuenhagen, the police search had been 


‘ 
made the day before. A horse had become lame, which had delayed 


them a whole day. In Stettin there was only one Lutheran family 
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(Barthel), where Pastor Grabau lodged. Generally, when they — 
wanted to stay at a place, Grabau would go to a fellow Lutheran, 
while Mr. von Rohr put up at.the inn with his team. In Hacken- 
walde, Camin, and vicinity they came in conflict with some Pie- 
tists who had separated from the United Church not for reason 
of doctrine, but because they had found all kinds of fault with the 
preachers. These held to the false doctrine of the spiritual priest- 
hood, that every believer possessed the ministerial office and that 
whoever had the gift must preach openly. In addition, there were 


~also opinions concerning the millennium, the prohibition of taking 


an oath in court, etc. It required great effort day and night to 
instruct the erring ones in the Word of God and the Confessions 
of the Church. From Treptow on the Rhine they went to Trieglaff, 
where Pastor Grabau held services at a shepherd’s house, while 
Mr. von Rohr disputed with United preachers. Finally they came 
to their destination — Seehof. 

Unfortunately the peculiar Pietistic doctrines had developed 
so far with the otherwise excellent von Below that the office of 
the holy ministry was done away with and, instead, spiritual ad- 
dresses were given similar to those of the American Methodist 
preachers. Besides von Below others also preached, servants and 
craftsmen. Such enthusiastic extemporaneous speaking the people 
called “powerful preaching.” Pastor Grabau and von Rohr, as well 
as Pastor Kaul, in all love showed from the Confessions and the 
liturgy of the Church the dangers and consequences of such doings. 
However, only a few individuals gave heed. Mr. von Below stuck 
to his opinion and took Pastor Grabau to his sister, the wife of 
the pastor of Bersin. The large congregation at that place clung 
with sincere conviction to the Word of God. From here Pastor 
Grabau made nocturnal winter journeys throughout the area to 


_ baptize children and administer the Word and the Lord’s Supper, 


everywhere urging church discipline. At an evening service in 
Bersin a police officer entered during the holy consecration. Quickly 
all the lights were extinguished, and the doors were latched from 
within. The praying Christians filling the hall remained silent, as 
the moon shone bright without. When the officer came to the door 
and found it locked, he said: “They are not here.” Then he went 
to the room of the teacher, which was open and heated. Looking 
in, he said: “They were here. I saw the light and heard the singing. 


% 
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They escaped bareheaded and left their caps hanging in the cor- 
ridor.” While he was talking with the minister’s wife about the 
mystery, Manke, the gardener, led Pastor Grabau out the back 
~ door. A policeman whose wife belonged to the congregation was 
stationed here; but he did not want to arrest his wife’s pastor. He 
turned away, looking up to the stars and acted as though nothing 
was taking place and let him escape. Pastor Grabau was led through 
field and forest to Mr. von Z., in Kl. Gansen. Here he enjoyed 
blessed repose and refreshment. In spring the congregations had 
to be visited again. Blessing his beloved Zoar, Pastor Grabau 
journeyed to Gramenz, Stettin, and Bruessow, strengthening the 
congregations in the grace of God. In Hackenwalde he left Pastor 
Kindermann, whom he had introduced for Pomerania. Coming to 
Berlin, he met Pastor Wedemann. Pastor Kavel had just emigrated 
to Australia. Many in Pomerania had likewise thought of emigrat- 
ing. Some had already received letters from friends in Ohio. They 
spoke to Pastor Grabau about it, but he said: “Just to emigrate 
because of the severe suppression and confiscation would be doing 
an injustice to the erring government. According to Luther’s direc- 
tion it should be determined whether or not the ruler would still 
tolerate the public preaching of the Gospel. On the other hand, a 
number placed the emphasis on the measure of the cross to be 
borne during persecution and courageously to endure up to the point 
of death. Only when in danger of losing life one may flee.” Pastor 
Grabau reminded them that this pertained only to the conscience 
of the individual whether he should save his life when such a case 
arose. However, Luther had the Church in mind and said what she 
might do in the event the ruler would not tolerate Gospel preaching 
in his domain. In that case everyone might leave his country and 
go where the Gospel was. So the Augsburg Confession also teaches: 
the Church is not confined to any particular country. Pastor Gra- 
bau went from Berlin to Magdeburg, Halberstadt, Wernigerode, 
and Erfurt, always prepared by God’s Word and prayer against 
another imprisonment. One night an old friend, Schoene, the 
Union preacher at Niederbadeleben, gave him shelter. Later this 
man’s eldest son became a Lutheran pastor. In that year (1838) 
the Lord blessed and built His Church under rich and singular 
grace. Although of a sturdy nature, Grabau nearly sank under the 
weight of mental and physical exertion. The distance between 
Magdeburg and Eisleben he traveled on foot. Because a warrant 
of arrest had been issued against him in cities and villages and a 


a 
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price of 50 hale was offered for his capture, terrified and weak 
Lutherans in Eisleben would not lodge him. Luther had been born 
among their fathers, but they were terrified at the thought of the 
misfortune which would befall them were the fugitive found ~ 
among them. Nor would anyone hire a wagon for him. Already 
dead tired, he had to journey on after sundown; and not for_another 
five miles was a family found which would give him lodging. On 
the highway toward Sangerhausen his feet became so bruised that 
he could go no farther. From exhaustion and pain and without 


a drink of water he and his companion lay down to sleep in the 


ditch along the highway. A drizzling rain fell and became their 


cover. It was the Wednesday before Ascension. “And if they drink 


any deadly thing it shall not hurt them.” — He who said that did 
not permit that wet blanket to harm them, but made it wonderfully 
refreshing. At the dawn of day they broke camp refreshed and 
joyous, but the bruised feet could hardly go farther. The Lord 
showed them a side road of softer ground which was better. They 
arrived at Sangerhausen at the rising of the sun. A well at the 
gateway refreshed them and was soothing to their bruised feet. 
“Blessed is the man whose strength is in Thee, in whose heart are 
the ways of them, who, passing through the valley of Baca, make 
it a well; the rain also filleth the pools. They go from strength 
to strength.” (Ps. 84:5-7.) May the Lord grant this blessing to 
Sangerhausen and create a church well containing the Water 
of Life. 

In the Mueller house at Benenagens eae the fostering care 
of dear Brother R., he was enabled to proceed to Erfurt with re- 
newed strength. Herts dying mother-in-law, who had zealously 
fought for the Union, sent for him and desired to partake of the 
true body and blood of Jesus Christ. Facing death, yet of sound 
mind, she denounced the Union and begged for forgiveness of all 
the injury she had brought upon the Church. She died the fol- 
lowing day assured of the mercy in Christ. After all these ex- 


 hausting events Pastor Grabau was seized by a wasting fever. Ex- 


perienced friends suggested the use of the baths in Ilmenau (Wei- 
mar), which Dr. Fitzler, a Lutheran patron, had established. Gra- 
bau was accepted by the first mayor and Morgenroth, the merchant. 
The treatment was successful so that he could from there shepherd 
his congregation at Erfurt. 
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Editorial Comments and News 


Dr. Jaroslav Pelikan has been elected to the ipwteistens Bora 
of Trustees to fill the vacancy caused by the death of Dr. W.G. 
Polack. Dr. Pelikan was recently elected to the chair of historical 
theology at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, and inducted into 
office on March 4. For the past year and 
a half he served as instructor in the Depart- 
ment of Systematic Theology, after having 
resigned from the faculty of Valparaiso Uni- 
versity. Dr. Pelikan is a graduate of Con- 
cordia Seminary (B.D. 1946) and Chicago 
University (Ph. D. 1946). His membership 
on the Board will be a distinct asset to the 
Institute. 

A contract has been signed with the 
architect, Mr. H. Van Hoefen, to draw up 
final plans for our proposed museum. The necessary arrangements 
have also been completed for a final selection of the site on the 
property of Concordia Seminary. The museum will be erected 
on the west side of the University Lane entrance, which enters 
the property from the south. In spite of the present building re- 
strictions no order as yet has been issued which will prevent a 
building of this nature. 

At the January 23, 1951, nee ting, Mr. Hyman Firehammer of 
St. Joseph, Mich., was lected to life membership in the Concordia 
Historical Institute upon the recommendation of Mr. Erwin T. 
Koch. 

In accordance with the resolution of the 1950 meeting of the 
Institute, a substantial increase in salary was voted our Curator, 
the Rev. August Suelflow. The adjustment, which was long over- 
due, could not be made until now for lack of funds. An increase 
in the synodical subsidy chiefly for this purpose made it possible 
to carry out the resolution of the Institute. 

Very often the opportunity presents itself to record the rem- 
iniscences of our veterans of the Cross. These men come into our 
Institute headquarters and tell us of their interesting and instructive 
experiences. At other times your curator must interview the 
“fathers” in their homes. All these reminiscences and interviews 
could be accurately and speedily recorded on a tape recorder. Our 
Institute should have one in order to facilitate and expedite its work 


Dr. J. J. Pelikan 
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of collecting ae pieced historical information. You or a group © 
of your friends may want to present such a recorder to our In- 
stitute in memory of a loved one. Sarerondence on this matter 
~ would be most welcome. . 
THE spade used by Dr. F. Pieper at the sad ee breaking 
_ ceremony of Concordia Seminary was again put in use when Dr. L. 
J. Sieck broke ground for the new Graduate Hall on February 28. 
The historic spade is one of the Institute’s exhibits in the log cabin. 
We are happy to announce that the coming issues of the 
Quarterty will include the following scholarly articles: 
“The History of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis (1839—1865) ,” 
_ by Dr. Roy A. Suelflow 
“The Lutheran Church in Louisiana,” by the Rev. John F. Nau 
“History of Concordia Academy, Portland, Oreg.,” by Prof. Allen 
H. Nauss 
“The Life and Work of H. C. Schwan as Pastor and Missionary,” 
by Prof. Everette Meier 
“The Story of Cross Lutheran Church, Warda, co ” by Prof. Ar- 
thur C. Repp 


Who Are They? 


Can you identify these men for us? The Historical Institute — 


Photograph taken by Miller Photograph taken by Roeder, 
and Smith of St. Louis, Milwaukee, Wis. 
_ Alma, and Petoskey, 
Michigan 


would appreciate your help in idektifying these persons. They are 
part of our large collection of unidentified photographs. 
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Historical Sidelights 

Mr. F. H. Hoeck of Milwaukee sent this letter to our treas- 
urer, Mr. Theo. W. Eckhart, which contains certain interesting 
facts which we wish to share with our members. Mr. Hoeck was 
one of the three oldest laymen present at the Milwaukee synodical 
convention. me 

“Our home in Chester [Illinois] was open house for all visiting 
dignitaries of Synod. If Pastor J. A. F. W. Mueller had too many 
visitors or if his wife was ill, which was very frequently the case, 
the pastor walked his guests to us, and Mother always had room 
for them. Thus it happened that I saw at close range almost all 
the founding fathers of Synod. If I would have the gift of writing 
clearly, I could go H. V.Kaltenborn 30 years better, who wrote 
50 Eventful Years, I could say many interesting things about 
‘80 eventful years in the life of a Missouri Lutheran.’ 

“My first recollection goes back to the time when I was 8/9 
years old. Dr. Walther came to Chester to investigate and settle 
a dispute between two feuding families which created a great 
disturbance in the church. The investigation lasted a whole week. 
Father attended every meeting, and we boys sneaked in and were 
all ears and eyes. We were particularly interested in Dr. Walther’s 
personality. He was a small man, quite frail, with a scraggly beard. 
He wore a funny collar and a tie, that we boys were sure was a 
small bedsheet. But when he got up to talk, even we boys listened 
with interest. Finally the dispute was settled, but in a short time 
it flared up again and ended in a lawsuit against the church and the 
pastor. The church won the suit. _ 

“Another incident is how a lifelong intimate friendship started 
between Dr. Pfotenhauer and me. Dr. P. spent his seminary vaca- 
tions in Chester visiting a family by the name of Decker. Our 
Pastor Mueller was a great friend of every visiting student, and he 
often asked them to preach for him, to give them experience, and 
coached them in their future work. Thus it came about that Dr. P. 
preached almost every second Sunday during his vacation, and as 
I was the vacation organist, we always practiced on Saturday. 
Dr. P. was a great stickler for ‘expression’; he frequently told me 
that a good organist would re-echo the sermon. Many times Pastor 
Mueller was present and gave advice. There was quite a large or- 
gan in the Chester church. It had two manuals and at least twenty 
stops with a powerful bass — plenty of expression was possible. 

“My sainted mother was a great friend of Dr. P. They came 
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from the same city in Hanover, and when they were in a Gaddie 
about their home town, they would unconsciously fall into the 
_ vernacular of the town. Alay: when Dr. P. left for the Seminary, 
Mother would make it her business to outfit him with white shirts. 
She was a skillful needlewoman. Whether Dr. P. needed the 
assistance or not, I do not know—nor whether his mother was 
still alive. : 

“The friendship between Mother and Dr. P. lasted to Mother’s 
end. Every year about Christmas time the Doctor would write her 
a long three- or four-page letter. He would always address her 
‘Meine liebe, teure Mutter,’ and sign ‘Dein Dich liebender Fried- 
-tich.’ Mother treasured these letters above all things else. She 
kept them in a box, which she had lined with a piece of red silk. 
_ I know that during the year she would read and reread the letters. 
When Mother died, I added the box to our family archives; but 
in 1935 a fire wrecked our house, and the letters were lost. 

“Shortly after Dr. P. was elected to the presidency of Sinied: 
he appointed a committee of five to investigate and report to him 
about all the properties of Synod except that of C.P.H. G.E.C. 
Kuechle was chairman, I was secretary, Ernst Kuechle was our 
attorney, Aug. Kringel the expert accountant, and Wm. Rickmeyer 
the real estate man. The work lasted 214 years, and, as you can 
guess, it was a big job. Ernst Kuechle and Mr. Rickmeyer dropped 
out after a few months’ work, and the other three finished the work. 
When the work was finished, we took it to Dr. P. in Chicago; but 
when he saw the large volume, he handed it back and said we 
should index and cross-index the whole work and then bring it 
back. That added another six months to our work. 

“Vividly I remember two recommendations that we made in 
our report: 1) to appoint a full-time business manager for Synod’s 
properties, and 2) to appoint an auditor general to unify Synod’s 
accounting system and to audit the accounts periodically, including 
the accounts of the various Districts. I have often wondered what 
_ has become of our voluminous report.” 


44 CONCORDIA HISTORICAL INSTITUTE QUARTERLY 


New Members Since Last Printing 
asof Februaty 15,7195 leang 
Life Member 
Mr. Hymen Firehammer, St. Joseph, Mich. 


Sustaining Members 


Mr. A. E. Ahlbrand, Seymour, Ind. 
Mr. C. H. Ahrens, Pine Bluff, Ark. 
Mrs. L. W. Ehrett, Kirkwood, Mo. 
Mr. Earl Hagensieker, St. Louis, Mo. 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. Heitner, 

St. Louis, Mo. 


Dr. Walter H. V. Hoefer, Clayton, Mo. 


Mr. A. H. Knepper, St. Louis, Mo. 
Mr. Harvey Kopp, St. Louis, Mo. 
Mr. J. W. Krathwohl, Peru, Ind. 


Mrs. Henry W.Priep, St. Louis, Mo. 
Mr. F. A. Reddel, St. Joseph, Mich. 
Mr. J. H. Reinking, St. Joseph, Mich. 
Mrs. C.F. Rittmann, Tullahoma, Tenn. 
St. John’s Constesation, 

Sebringville, Ontario 
Mr. L. R. Schlekat, New Kensington, Pa. 
Rev. Roger L. Sommer, Chicago, Ill. 
Rev. Waldemar B. Streufert, 

New Athens, III. 


Members Who Changed from Active to Sustaining 


Mr. A. W. Brenn, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Mr. Harry W. Dankworth, 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Mr. O. A. Dorn, St. Louis, Mo. 
Miss Margaret Gescbaer St. Louis, Mo. 
Mr. Vic Guebert, Red Bud, IIl. 
Mr. Theo. E. Heinicke, St. Louis, Mo. 
Rev. L. Henze, Bayside, N. Y. 
Mr. W. H. Holle, Centralia, Ill. 


Mr. E. C. Jacobs, Cleveland, Ohio 
Rev. C. W. Knippa, Tulsa, Okla. 
Mr. W. J. Knoke, Knoke, Iowa 

Rev. David Kreitzer, Hastings, Nebr. 
Dr. F. Niedner, St. Charles, Mo. 


Mr. John A. Sauerman, Chicago, IIl. 


Mr. Wm. L. Schneider, St. Louis, Mo. 
Rev. Howard Tepker, Beardstown, III. 


New Active Members and Subscribers 


Mr. Armin H. Barthel, Thiensville, Wis. 
Mr. and Mrs. U.E. Bernecker, 

Flint, Mich. 
Mr. Wm. F. Bockelman, Defiance, Ohio 
Mr. Albert C. Boeder, Oakland, Calif. 
Mrs. Helen A. Catenzaro, St. Louis, Mo. 
Miss Lysle Dielman, St. Louis, Mo. 
Miss Dorothy R. Eckhardt, 

Vicksburg, Miss. 
Emory University, Georgia 
Rev. W.F. Fisher, Kirkwood, Mo. 
Mr. Arnold Glessing, Leipsig, Sask. 
Mr. Wm. Goerz, Cleveland, Ohio 
Rev. Arthur F, Graudin, Marion, Ind. 
Mr. F. G. Hasselbring, Sarcoxie, Mo. 
Rev. W.E. Heidorn, Blue Earth, Minn. 
Mrs. Helen Huning, St. Louis, Mo. 
Miss Anita Junge, St. Louis, Mo. 
Rev. Harold W. Kamman, 

Abilene, Kans. 
Rev. Robert W. Klingebiel,  * 

Hope, N. Dak. 
Miss Erna Knoernschild, St. Louis, Mo. 
Miss Adela N. Kressin, Winona, Minn. 
_ Mrs. Edna Kroemeke, St. Louis, Mo. 
Mr. Arthur A. Kron, New York, N. Y. 
Mr. Theo. Kunz, St. Louis, Mo. 
Mr. Frederick C. Luebke, 

E. St. Louis, Ill. 


Mr. Edward F. Lutz, Hillsboro, Ill. 
Rev. V. A. Mack, Seymour, Ind. 
Mr. Elmer H. Marth, Madison, Wis. 
Prof. Everette Meier, Winfield, Kans. 
Rev. Arthur J. Meyer, St. Louis, Mo. 
Mr. Charles R. Nennert, 

Indianapolis, Ind. 
Rev. Edwin A. Nerger, 

Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Rev. O. M. Oswald, Menlo Park, Calif. 
Rev. Edmund A. Peters, Okauchee, Wis. 
Mrs. John Preusser, St. Louis, Mo. 
Mr. Henry J. Rauh, Perryville, Mo. 
Rev. Fred. Rehwaldt, Marion, S. Dak. - 
Rev. Alwin Reimnitz, Crosby, N. Dak. 
Rev. Eugene Roeder, Cleveland, Ohio 
Mrs. Sadie Fulk Roehrs, 

Fort Wayne, Ind. 


~ Rev. Walter M. Schoedel, 


Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Miss Anna Schrader, Wauwatosa, Wis. 
Rev. Rudolf Schroth, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Mr. A. C. Schwan, 

Cleveland Heights, Ohio 
Rev. Vernon H. Schwartz, 

Scottville, Mich. 

Miss Christine Seckel, Watertown, Wis. 
Mr. Fred J. Stresman, 
St. Catharines, Ontario 


- . 
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_ Mr. Edgar R. Streufert, St. Louis, Mo. Mr. W. Wegener, Oak Park, Ill. 
Rev. Charles F. Tuschling, Rev. P. Wiegner, Bruno, Sask. 
Minneapolis, Minn. Rev. Herbert Zorn, 
Mrs. O.C. Ulrich, Anaheim, Calif. Travancore, South India 


Rev. Donald Vetter, Denison, Tex. 


Arthur C. Repp, Ph. D. 


When a member of our Institute family is honored outside 
our own circles, it is an occasion for rejoicing. When our Pres- 
ident and Editor of the QuarTERLY is awarded the doctot’s 
degree, we should certainly pause and take notice. Prof. Arthur 


-C. Repp, who has served as a member of our Board of Directors 


since July, 1946; as secretary from July, 1947, to May, 1950; as 
Editor of the QuarTERLY since January, 1950, and as President 
of the Institute since May, 1950, was awarded the degree of Doctor 
of Philosophy by Washington University, St. Louis, Mo., during 
January, 1951. His thesis dealt with the “Educational Philosophy 
of John Chrysostom.” “We congratulate Doctor Repp on this im- 
portant event in his life. May the Lord, who shapes the destinies 
of the Church and of man, grant our President a long period of 
service to Concordia Historical Institute. A.R.S. 


Book Review 


Backwoods Utopias. By Arthur Eugene Bestor, Jr. Philadelphia. U. of 

Pennsylvania Press, 1950. Text: 229 pages; appendix, 12 pages; 
bibliographical essay, 23 pages; index, 19 pages. $3.50. Published 
under grant of the Albert J. Beveridge Fund of the American His- 
torical Association for 1946. 


Professor Bestor of the University of Illinois has here presented the first 
part of a comprehensive and valuable study of the communitarian movement 
in America. The present volume is concerned with the earlier phases of the 
movement between 1663 and 1829. The Fourier movement and Brook 
Farm are to follow in a later volume. 


Valuable indeed is the lucid definition of communitarianism and the 
interesting story of its outgrowth in religious sects, like the United Brethren 
(Moravians), the Shakers, and the Rappites; the educational movement under 
pupils of Pestalozzi, like Greaves and Maclure; and finally the detailed story 
of Owen and New Harmony. 

The comparison of the early movements with Marxism and the irre- 
ligious nature of Owenism holds great interest for the church historian. In a 
day when so much muddled thinking on socialism and communism exists, 
this study of the origins should prove most enlightening and valuable. 


This is a scholarly study, as the copious footnotes, the fine bibliograph- 


~ ical essay, and the twelve pages of the appendix reveal. W.H.L. 
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Accessions 
JULY, 1950 


ConcorpiA Pusiiseinc House: One Thousand Radio Voices for Christ, 
W.A. Maier, C. P.H., 1950; Christian Dogmatics, Vol. 1, F. Pieper, C. P. H., 1950; 
Beside Still Waters, W.G. Polack, C.P.H., 1950 


P. Krentz: Picture of Freshman Class, Fort Wayne, 1879. 


RupotpH Stinpt: History of mission work of The Lutheran Church — Mis- 
souri Synod in Ontonagon Co., Mich., n. d. : 

Mr. A. Kastner: Vertheidigung der Ey.-Luth. Religion wider die Roemisch- 
Catholische Lehrer, Hect. Gottfried Masius, Franckfurt am Mayn, 1745 zu finden 
bey Heinrich Ludwig Broennern; Vier Buecher vom wahren Christenthum, Johann 
Arndt, Magdeburg, Christian Leberecht Faber, 1727; Historien von Dr. M. Luther, 
Johann Mathesius, printed by Michael Hoepfner, 1663; two cloth banners handmade 
by Mr. Kastner’s father for the 350th anniversary parade of the Book of Concord, 
‘July 25, 1880. 

Miss Epona ScHNUTENHAUs: Letters and pictures of Milissionary Max — 
Zschiegner. : 

Dr. Paut W.Spaupe: Where Do We Stand? Ed. C. Reim, 1950; A Guide- 
book for Lutheran Women’s Organizations, compiled by the Lutheran Woman’s 
League, St. Louis, Mo., n.d. ‘ 

Rev. RupotpH GrarBner: Luther, der Gottesheld, H. Riedel, Apolda, Verlag 
_ von Fr. Lauth, 1883; Martin Luther, A. Spaeth, 1882; printed sermon on Luke 19: 

1-10, A. Craemer, 1880; Luthers Musikalische Bedeutung und Wirksamkeit, C. 
Stein, Wittenberg, Verlag von R. Herrose, 1883. 

Rev. E. L. Roscuxe: Yearbooks: Calvary, Kansas City, Mo., 1948; St. Paul’s, 
California, Mo., 1948; Christ, Norfolk, Nebr., 1949; Histories of Congregations: 
St. Andrew, University City, Mo., 1947; Bethany, St. Louis, Mo., 1949; Concordia, 
Granite City, Ill., 1947; Immanuel, St. Louis, Mo., 1947; Ebenezer, Port Hudson, 

-Mo., 1946; 25th anniversary service of Rev. Richard C. Jahn at First Lutheran, 
Chattanooga, Tenn., 1950, and Rev. E. L. Roschke, 1944, 

Rev. AvBert P. Knotx: Order of service, dedication, St. Peter’s, Lenox, Mich., 
1950. : 

Rev. Rosert J. Lerce: Orders of service, dedication: Immanuel, Norton, Kans., 
1950; Peace, McCook, Nebr., 1950. 

NortH Wisconsin District, through Rev. R. W. Goetsch, archivist: Various 
copies of Der Bote, official publication of North Wis. Dist., containing Proceedings; 
and of Lutheran Witness Supplements. 

Rev. O. Hemman: Order of service, 50th anniversary of Teacher Joseph 
Wukasch, 1950. 

Rev. Frank Lurey: Souvenir of Luther Tree, Germany, broken by storm in 
1870. . 

Mr. Ewatp Scuuertner: The Lutheran Pioneer (bound), Vols. 40—45; 
Missionstaube (bound), Vols. 40—45; the Colored Lutheran (bound), Vol. 1. 

Rey. Martin F, Riscue: Histories of congregations: Star of David, Kirchhayn, 
Wis., 1943; St. Andrew-Grace, Town Maine, Marathon Co., Wis., n.d.; First 
English, New Orleans, La., 1938; Immanuel, Town Lebanon, Dodge Co., Wis., 
1944; St. John’s, Newburg, Wis., 1934; Yearbook: First English, New Orleans, La., 
1941; Orders of service, dedication, Christ, Big Bend, Wis., 1928; Cross, Milwaukee, 
Wis., 1931; Pewter chalice and baptismal flagon brought to America by the Rev. A. 
Kindermann in 1843; ancient church key. 

\ be Hers. A. Jazcer: Various copies of Schulblatt and Lutheran School 
ournal. ) 
LurHeran Layman’s Leacue, through Mr. T. G. Eggers: Complete set of 
L.L.L. Bulletin and the Lutheran Layman, Vols. 1—21; L.L.L. Convention Year- 
book, 1949; The Modern Forty-Niners, L. L. L. Convention Tour, 1949. 

Mr. THeo. W.EckHart: Gas-light fixture from the chapel of the old Sem- 
inary on Jefferson Ave., St. Louis. 

Dr. J. Freperic WeENcHEL: Letter of Wm. Dallmann. 


i 
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August, 1950 


~ Concorpia Pusiisuine House: Bound copies of the following: Lutheran Wit- 
ness, Vols. 67, 68; Der Lutheraner, Vols. 104, 105; Lutheran Education, Vols. 84, 85; 
Sunday School Teachers’ Quarterly, Vols. 33, 34; Child’s Companion, Molsel2, 133 
Our Young World, Vols. 26, 27; Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 20. 
; Rev. W. B. Streurert: Ehrendenkmal des weiland ehrwuerdigen Pastor Johann 
Heinrich Sieker, by Paul Roesener, West Roxbury, Mass., 1905. 

Rev. Harotp Hecut: Program of International Lutheran meeting, Lon- 
don, 1949. ‘ 

W. Wecener: Ist es recht? No author, Chicago, 1881; Why I Am a Prot- 
estant, M.S.Sommer, n.d.; Vortraege, Chicago und Allgemeine Lehrerkonferenz, 
1924; Visit of the German Ambassador and the Gift from the Press of His Country, 
University of Missouri Bulletin, Vol. 31, No. 36; Welt-Ausstellung in Chicago, 1893. 

Rey. Dantet E. Portror: Beleuchtung des Stellhorn’schen Tractats ueber den 
Gnadenwahllehrstreit, C.F. W. Walther, St. Louis, 1881; Zum silbernen Jubilaeum 
des Concordia College, Hawthorne, N.Y., 1906; Jubelfestpredigt am 26. April 
1872, C.F. W. Walther, St. Louis, 1872. ; 

Rev. E. H. Srammet: History, orders of service, flyers of Trinity, Hicksville, 
iy eee Ce liy 

Rev. Avoupr R. Meyer: Orders of Service, 100th anniversary, Holy Cross 
Sn St. Louis, 1950; The Symbol, 1948, 1949, St. Stephen’s School, Hick- 
ory, N.C. 

Jorn J. Zink: Order of service and newspaper clippings on dedication of Lu- 
theran Hospital of Maryland, Baltimore, 1950. 

Joun M. Runce: Biography of Rev. P. H. Dicke (mimeographed). 

Rev. J. Buencer: Early issues of Confessional Lutheran. 

Orro J. SmuKat: Various newspaper clippings from secular and religious press; 
History of Mount Calvary, Detroit, Mich., 1947; Installation service of the following: 
Mr. Victor Brott, Mount Calvary, Detroit, 1949; Mr. Paul Luebke, Mount Calvary, 
Detroit, Mich., 1950; Rev. Charles M. Looker, Mount Calvary, Detroit, 1949; et al, 


September, 1950 


Rev. W.C. Jonannes: History of Concordia, Midlothian, Ill., 1950. 

Joun J. Zivx: History and order of service, 25th anniversary of dedication, 
Mount Olive, Baltimore, Md., 1950. 4 

Rey. J. A. E. Bauer: History of St. Paul’s, Duluth, Kans., 1950. 

Rev. Paut J. Friscx: History of, and materials on, Trinity, White Oak, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, 1950. 

Rev. W. J. Daw: Wooden plaque, Luther’s coat of arms, in remembrance of 
opening service of Holy Trinity, Brussels, Belgium, April 25, 1950. 

Rev. Teo. C. Preporsi: Badlands Area Lutheran, containing order of service, 
40th anniversary of St. Paul, Quinn, S. Dak., 1950. 

Orro J. Smuxa: Newspaper clippings, secular and religious; Lutheran Center 
Bulletin, Detroit, Vol. I, No. 2; History of Mount Calvary, Detroit, Mich., 1947. 

Dr. W. DaLyMaAnn: Receipts on Seminary book accounts, 1884—86. 

Rev. R. C. Bazrwap: Order of service, installation of R.C. Baerwald, Zion, 


' Geneva, N. Y., 1950. 


Rev. Davin Krertzer: History of Zion, Hastings, Nebr., 1950. 
Rev. Tueo. A. Fiscuer: Geschichte der Wilkes-Barre Konferenz, Robt. Baur 


 & Son, Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 1898. 


Loutse Peter: Evangelischer Wegweiser, 1950. 

Rev. J. P. Fackrer: Six original letters of Rev. Friedrich Sievers to his son, 
dated January 28, February 11, August 8, August 18, September 23, October 16, 
1882. 

Erwin T. Kocu: Cresset, Vol. 1, 2. 

Pror. Vicror Bartiine: History of Cross, Milwaukee, 1945; St. John’s, Elk 
Grove, Ill., 1923, 1948; Sermon of Rev. H. Birkner, 1903; History of Confirmation 
Class, Trinity, Milwaukee, 1885. 
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Rev. J. F. W. Horsrmann: Life sketches of the members of the 1900 grad- 
uating class of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. - “tah 

Rey. Orto J. Kirzmann: History of Trinity, Elmore, Minn., 1948. 

“STELLA WueErFFEL: Eyewitness account of the Chicago fire by Louise Wuerffel 
Duever. : 

Rev. RupotpH GragBNer: Advertisement of Walther College Hotel, St. 
Louis, Mo. . 

Mrs. L. G. Hapatier: Various issues of Northwestern Lutheran. 

Rev. R. W. Gorrscx: History of Mission Work of The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod in Ontonagon Co., Mich. 

Dr. P. W.Spaupe: Enchiridion, 12 ed.; German Pilgrim Press, Inc., Chi- 
cago, Il. , 
Orro J.Smuxat: Letters of various Missouri Synod leaders. 


Concorpia Pusuiseinc House: Concordia Church Choir Series; The New 
Life, a Catechism workbook, H. J. Boettcher, C. P.H., 1950; The Concordia Pulpit, 
Vol. XXII, 1950, C. P.H. | 


Dr. E. M. Brecener: Society for the History of the Germans in Maryland, 


26th and 27 reports. 
OCTOBER, 1950 


F. WasHpurn: History of St. James, Lafayette, Ind., 1950. 

Srerta WuerrFeL: History of St. Paul’s, Marion, Iowa, 1949. 

Mrs. Water Krasunpe: Christliche Haus-Schule, by Carl Heinrich von 
Bogatzky. Verlag des Waysenhauses, 1755. : 

Rev. Orro C. Hinrze: Wape Kandenk Pepa, Book I, a Primer in the Caga 
Dialect, prepared by Missionary O. C. Hintze and Mrs. O. C. Hintze, 1950, 
Yaramunda, New Guinea. 

| W-.E, Scruessier: Materials on St. Luke’s Congregation, New York City. 

Sr. James L.L.L.: History of St. James, Howard Lake, Minn., 1950. 

Dr. J.T. Muetxer: Newspaper clippings, various issues of current Lutheran 
periodicals. o c. 

University or NortH Carotina: South Carolina Goes to War 1860—1865, 
by Charles E. Cauthen, University of N. Carolina Press, 1950. 

Dr. E. M. Bircener: Synodical Reports: West. Dist., 1946, 1949; Synodical 
Conf., 1948; History of St.Louis City Mission, by Herzberger, 1924; Kalender, 
1946; Statistical Yearbook, 1945; Various copies of Conc. Theol. Monthly, Lutheran 
Education, and Conc. Hisr. Inst. QuaRTERLY. 

Rev. J. A. Frrepricu: Pictures of Rector George Schick. 

Pror. R. W. Wismar: Proceedings of Southern District, 1928. 

ConcorpiA Pusuiseine House: Luther and His Times, by E. G. Schwiebert, 
Gr. PEE al o50: 

Rev. Atrrep DorrFFLER: Correspondence and other materials pertaining to 
the original organization of the American Legion. 

Pror. L.C. Wurrrrex: History of St. John’s, Chicago (Mayfair), Ill., 1950. 

NorweciAn-AmeEricAN Hist. Association: Frontier Mother, The Letters of 
Gro Svendsen, trans., and ed. by Pauline Farseth and Theo. C. Blegen, Norw.- 
American Hist. Ass’n, Northfield, Minn., 1950; Grass of the Earth, by Aagot 
Raaen, Norw.-American Hist. Ass’n., Northfield, Minn., 1950. 


Pror.C.T.Scumipt: Pictures of dedication of Lutheran High | School, 


St. Louis, and Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. 

Mrs. Marcaret Dorn: Okikinoadi-Mezinaigan, i. e., Spelling and Reading 
Book in the Chippeway Language, containing Sctipture Histories of the Old and 
New Testament with an addition of a few hymns, Detroit, Daily Tribune Book & 
Job Printing, 1852. 

Dr. W. Arnot: Picture: class of 1886, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis; Okla- 
homa Dist. Convention, April,’ 1949. 


A. R. SuetFitow, Curator 
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